Shooting of Nalives.

Hegislutrvoe Assembly,
Tuesday, 15t September, 1896.

Question : Beported Conl Deposits in Perth—Question :

Shooting of Natives by Policein Northern Distriet
—Question and Motion: Berthing for Deep Sea
Vessels ut Fremantle—Motions : Leave of Absence
—~Western Austrulinn Bank (private) Bill ; petition;
Bill read first time—Streots nud Roads (Greenmount
and Marble Bar) Closure Bill; third reading—Raoads
nud Streets {(Mullewa und Busselton) Closure Bill;
in ¢ommittec—Judges’ Pengion Bill : in vommitiee ;
paint of order—W.A. Turf Club Act Repeal (prisute)
Bill : debate on sccond reading resumed—Legitima-
tion of Children Bill : second reading uegutived—
Motion: To relax Labour conditions on Goldfields ;
debate resnmed—Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the ¢chair at 430
o’¢lock, p.m. )

PrAYERS.

QUESTION—EEPORTED COATL DEPOSITS
IN PERTH.

M=r. A. FORREST, without notice and
by leave, asked the Commisstioner of Rail-
witys whether the bore for water which
was being put down in the railway pre-
mises near the West Perth station had
passed into large coal deposits, as reported.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied:
The Government have no information as
to the probable existence of coal deposits
in connection with the bore now being
put down at the railway yard in Perth.

QUESTION —SHOOTING OF NATIVES BY
POLICE IN NORTHERN DISTRICT.
M=r. TRAYLEN, in accordance with

notice, asked the Colonial Secretary—(1.)

Whether his attention bad been called

to the fact that a party of police bhad

recently shot o number of nmatives in the

North District? (2.) What was the

justification of this act ?

Tuz COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
Sir J. Forrest) replied:—(1.) The Com-
missioner of Police reports that natives
on Fitzroy River had been giving trouble
for some time. That they had formed
themselves inte a hostile camp, burning
the country, threatening the settlers, and
stealing stock, and also had speared a
houndary rider. The police went in
pursuit and conflicts ensued, resulting
in nine natives being killed and two
wounded. (2.) The hostility of the
natives, culminating in the spearing of
the boundary rider.
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QUESTION AND MOTION—BERTHING
FOR DEEP-SEA VESSELS AT FRE-
MANTLE.

Mzr. HIGHAM, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works—(1.) Whether any steps were
heing taken to provide berthage for deep-
sea vessels at Fremantle, in view of the
presént ivadequate accommodation, and
of the fact that the North Mole and
South Mole wharves would not be avail-
able for a considerable time for deep-sea
vessels?  {2.) Whether the Government
were aware that the accommodation
promised by the Director of Public Works
to a recent deputation would be altogether
inadequate for even the existing traffic ?
(3-) In view of the block now existing,.
whether the Government intended to
establish a system of continuous overtime
in the discharging of ships?

Tuz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied :—
(1.} The Government consider that the
wharf at the North Mole, which is now
under consiruction, and the portion of
the permanent quay within the river
which has also been commenced, should,
when completed, afford suflicient accom.
modation for the time being. These two
works will be completed sooner than any
other work, giving equal facilities, conld
possibly be, and are now being pushed
on as rapidly as possible. Plan and
estimates are also being prepared for
wharfage accomutodation on the Northern
side of the South Mole, and, if necessary,
this additional work can be carried on
simultaneously with the other works
before mentioned. (2.) The Government
are of opinion that the accommodation
to be provided will be as much as they
can deal with, with our present baulage
power, which is, however, being steadily
supplemented by the arrival of locomo-
tives from England, and it is proposed
to increase the wharfage accommodation
at least as rapidly as the haulage power
is increased. (3.) There would, at pre-
sent, be no utility in establishing a
continuous system of overtime in the
discharge of ships, owing to shortage
of haulage power; but, in every instance
where the department is able to deal with
thg cargoes, overtime is already authori-
sed.

Me. HIGHAM (at a later stage), in
accordance with potice, moved ¢ That
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there be laid upon the table of the House
all correspondence between the Govern-
ment and the Harbour Master in connuc-
tion with the berthing accomwmedation
for deep-sea vessels at Fremantle.” This
motion, he said, had relation to the
answers which the Director of Public
Works bhad given that evening to the
three questions he had put.  The Diréctor
of Works had stated, in his replies, that
becanse sufficient haulage power on the
railways could not he provided for taking
goods away from the wharf, be would
grant to the mercantile and shipping
community of Fremantle certain facilities.
But, on the other hand, there was the
immediate question as to what should be
done; for it appeared that, while waiting
for the supply of certain baulage power
on the railways, trade was being erippled,
not only at Fremantle, but throughout
the colony, and the trading community
were being put to an expense which wasg
altogether out of proportion to what
should be necessary for preventing
the losses caused by this want of
facilities at Fremantle. Some details
of the shipping would show how
serious was the detention, especially of
steamers, through the insufficiency of
facilities for landing cargoes and hauling
them away. The steamer * Alagonia”
had been lying off 8% days, and was still
unable to get a berth at the jetty. The
“Innamincka,” after 43 days’ detention,
transterrad the whole of her cargo to
another boat, rather than wait longer for
a berth. The “ Wollowra™ arrived on
the 31st August, with 1,500 tons to
discharge, and there was no chance of a
berth for three weeks. Even when she
did happen to get a berth, probably L5
days would be occupied in discharging,
owing to the insufficiency of haulage
power for taking away the goods. The
“New Guinea”™ arrived on the 2lst
August, and, having tried unsuccessfully
to get in, she would not be able to obtain
a berth before the 4th instant, after

which she would be occupied a week or a .

fortnight in discharging at a slow rate.
The *Cloncurry” arrived on the 30th
August, and there was no prospect of a
berth for three weeks. The *‘ Maritita,”
arrived on the 21st August; she could
not secure a berth till the 28th, and it
was hard to say how long the discharging
would occupy. The *Gabo,” after 7
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days’ detention, secured a berth, and 9
days were occupied in discharging 900
tons of cargo, which, under ordinary
circumstances, should bave Dbeen dis-
charged in 2 days. The ‘*Buninyong”
had been waiting one week; she might
have to wait a second week before getting
a bertl; aod probably 8 days would
then be oecupied in discharging cargo,
which should require only 2 days. So
great was the block at present that no less
than seven steamers—the “ Cloncurry,”
“ Egkdale,” ¢ Mount Hebron,” * Wol-
lowra,” “ Buninyong,” “Maont King,”
and “ Rockton ’"—were lying off warting
for berths at the jetty, and there
was no prospect of their being able
to get berths within a fortnight. These
particulurs were sufficient to satisfy
all concerned that something must be
done immediately for the shipping and
commercial community. Haulage power
on the railway might be short, but some
steps should be taken to secure a
sufliciency of haulage power to meet the
demand. The excuse a short time ago
was that the block at Fremantle was due
to the insufficiency of railway trucks; but
any person travelling about the railway
and observing what was going on, as he
did from day to day, must he satisfied
from the way trucks were lying about
idle that the argument as 1o shortness of
trucks was po Jonger available. In
addition to all this trouble amongst the
steam shipping companies, there were 17
vessels lying at Owen's Anchorage, dis-
charging at varions stages. The Premier
received a deputation of shipmasters a
few days ago, and the hon. gentleman
appeared rather inclined to censure the
lighter owners because they would not go
and discharge these vessels except when
it snited their interest to do so. He (Mr.
Higham) did not know whether the
Premier vegarded the lighter owners as
philantbropists, but their business was to
make money, and they conducted it
accordingly. Possibly, undera system of
licensing, the Grovernment might be able
to compel lighter owners to discharge a
vessel m full; but, if so0, instead of the
lighterage rate being 6s.a ton as now,
and instend of its bLeing 4s. a tonm, as it
would be if proper facilities were avail-
able, the price per ton for lighterage
would rise to 10s. or 15s. under a system
of that kind.
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Tue Prester said the lighter owners
stated thev could carry the goods cheaper
than the railway, and bring them to
Perth.

Mr. HIGHAM said the wharfingers at
the present time were capable of dealing
with from 1,000 to 1,200 tons of cargo
a day, 2nd it, might be expected that, with
greater facilities provided, the guantity
might be increased to 2,000 tons per day
within a few weeks; but unless the Gov-
eronment could see their way to come to
some immediate arrangement for dealing
with the present congestion, it was likely
to get worse, and would certainly go on
for weeks or months. While he readily
gave credit to the Railway Department
tor dealing with the traffic up to a certain
point, yet it conld not. be denied that the
department did not thoroughly grasp the
situation; and, if the present state of
congestion was to continue, the colony as
a whole, and the mercantile community
particularly, would have to pay an ad-
ditional freight of £1 per ton on all cargo.
With something like 60,000 tons of curgo
coming inty the colony at the present
time, it stood to veason that, unless proper
facilities were provided at a quicker rate,
the eolony would soon have to pay some-
thing like a quarter of a million of money
us a consequence of the Government's
not having provided proper facilities for
landing, and suflicient haulage power on
the railway. The steamship companies
were talking of increasing the freights,
and also of usisting ou dehvering cargoes
into lighters; but this propusal was pure
nonsense, for the lighters would soon be
filled up, and there were no facilities for
discharging on the shore. The essence of
the steam-shipping business was prompt-
itude in discharging cargoes, therveby
suving the heavy expenses incidental to
the steamship trade; and unless the
steamers could have promptitude of dis-
charge there would be increase of expense
to the trading comwunity. One of the
managers of a steamship company had
told him, that day, that passengers’ lug-
gage (the heavier portion) had been on
board one steamer at Fremantle almost
a fortnight after the passengers had
gono ashore, and all the passengers
could get were a few portmanteaux,
und such light things. The trend of
this question was that they in Fre-
mantle understood the Harbour Master
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had strongly recognised the necessity
of utilising Owen's Anchorage for the
purpose of reducing the congestion at the
Fremantle jetties; but it seemed, from
what had been stated, thaé the Engineer-
m-Chief was not in favour of spending
money for utilising Owen’s Anchorage, as
be evidently feared that, if it were once
started, it might grow into the larger
scheme, and might run into an expense of
perhaps £375000; but the steamship
owners and those persous concerned in
the traffic had vever asked for any large
scheme of that kind, and it had never
been seriously mooted that the dredging
proposed by Sir John Coode should be
undertaken. So far as the entrance to
Owen’s Anchorage was councerned—that

- by the Challenger passage—there was

one rock thut might be removed without
great expense. He remembered some
two or three years ago, while fishing in
that passage, watching a barque being
towed out, and the risk of bumping on
that rock scemed so great that his heart
was in his mouth while the danger was
imminent. Owen’s anchorage mnght be
made of great convenience for relieving
the present congestion, if landing accom-
modation were provided for vessels of
medium draught. The jeity might, at a
small expense, be made available,
Possibly the Engineer-in-Chief might be
against that scheme; but, without dis-
puting his ability, it was well-known the
Engineer-in-Chief was a thorough en-
thusiast concerning his own scheme, and,
like most enthusiasts, he would be apt to
sacrifice everything else thai threatened
to interfere with it. He (Mr. Higham)
hoped the Government would consent to
lay the papers on the table ; and if those
papers were found to endorse the general
impression that prevailed in Fremantle,
that Owen’s Anchorage might be made
available for the traffic at a comparatively
small cost, he would, later on, move
further in thismatter. Unless the colony
and the mercantile community were
to be burdened with very serious
losses, he must agwin say that much
greater facilities than those proposed by
the Government should be provided.
Those proposals, as far as they went,
were very good, but they would afford no
imnediate relif. He honestly believed
that QOwen's Anchorage could, within six
weeks or two months, be made to afford
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very considerable relief to the congestion
which had become so serious at Fre.
mantle,

Mgr. S8OLOMON, in supporting the
motion, said that much of what he had
intended to say had been anticipated by
his colleague, the member for Fremantle.
At present there were 60,000 or 70,000
tons of cargo lying in vessels letween
Owen’s Anchorage and the Fremantle
jetty, and there was no hope of these
vessels being discharged for a consider-
able time to come. Nob ouly that, but it
was a menace to the town of Fremuntle
to see the way in which combustibles—
gunpowder and other explosives——were
being carted daily through the streets,
without any notice of the intention so to
de, and without any visible care being
exercised for preventing such an accident
as might prove to be calamitons. Besides
that, the number of vessels now lymg at
Owen's Anchorage would pay for the
making of about three miles of railway
for bringing goods along the shore to the
present railway terminus, and he did not
think such a line would cost morve than
£10,000. When hon. members saw the
papers laid on the table, as he hopued
they would be, a case would be made out
in favour of the Owen’s Anchorage
scheme ; because it was evident that the
whole colony was suffering, and that
people were crying out againsi the
enormous prices they had to pay for
articles of consumption. It was bigh
time the proper discharge of cargo
was taken thoroughly in hand. The
Government deserved credit for what
they had done; bu$, judging from present
appearances, 1t would take months
before all the congestion was relieved,
He was speaking not only in the interests
of Fremantle, but of the whole colony, as
the whole people were suffering from the
present state of things.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) said the
Government had no vbjection to lay on
the table the pupers which the hon.
member for Fremantle had asked for, if
he would state precisely what documents
he desired to see, as correspondence had
been going on for along time between the
Harbour Master and the Government in
connection with the port of Fremantle,
If, as the hon. member asserted, the
Harbour Master {Captain Russell) advo-
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cated the Owen’s Anchorage scheme, it
could be only lately that he had done so,
because, in a report submitted to the
House in 1888, the Harbour Master said :
—“That it should be deemed by some
“high authorities useless and imprac-
“* ticable toopen up the Swan River seemed
“4 great misfortune. The efforts in this
“direction of the Hon. the Director of
 Public Works will be watched with great
“interest, and the fact, as stated by Sir
“John Cocde, that there is no perceptible
“ gurrent at the river mouth, will, it is to
“he hoped, prove to have become altered,
“ There being so little rise and fall of the
“tide, the absence of scour is the reason
“given for the impossibility of a channel
“being kept open, even if formed ; but if,
“after the channel is deepened and
“ straightened, the ebbing currents should
“be found of good strength, then this
“opinion may be possibly somewhat
“modified.” From this extract the House
would see that, in 1888, Captain Russell
was quite in favour of the river scheine for
making a harbour. The real difficulty in
connection with the shipping to-day was
that the Railway Department bad not
sufficient haulage power to take away the
cargoes as fast as they eould be landed;
but the rolling stock was being increased
as rapidly as possible, although the hon.
member for Fremantle would lead the
House to suppose that nothing was
being done in this direction. There had
been some delay in getting 11 new
engines to work, owing to some of their
fittings having been placed in the bottom
of the ship's hold; but he had that day
been informed that the locomotives were
now complete, and they would be put on
the lines at once. As the engines and
trucks which had been ordered came to
hand, a very large quantity of cargoe
could he dealt with; but the traffic had
grown so rapidly—increasing from the
bandling of 1,000 tons per day to 1,500
tons per day—that, for the time being, the
department could not carry away the
roods as fast as they arrived in the port.
But the department was fully alive to the
necessity of doing so ; and if hon. memhers
aud the public would only have a little
patience, all the difficulties would soon be
overcome. For the time being, however,
if the goods were allowed to come ashore
all at once, there would be such an accu-
mulation as would prevent the consign-
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ments being got away as quickly as was |
being done now. Therefore he had had to |
let the cargoes remain in the ships, because !
if goods were permitted to come ashore in
vast quantities, they would fill not only all
the go#ds sheds but also the ground
about them, and the consequence would
Le that the cargo which came ashore first
would get so covered up that it would be
months before it could be got at and
taken away. Congestion of goods traflic
had happened in every country where a
rush to goldfields occurred. It had hap-
pened in Melbourne, in California, and he
believed the same thing had been ex.
perienced more recently in South Aus-
tralia in connection with the development
of mining at Broken Hill. Of course it
was only natural for the trading com.
munity to seize ou the opportunity to
plead scarcity, and to endeavour to raise
the price of their goods; but there was
no scarcity of merchandise in this ecolony,
as anycne would admit who knew the
state of business, or who inspected the
warehouses of Perth and Fremantle. It
was the fashion to blame the Government
for not delivering the imported goods as
fast as they arnved; but that had no
wore to do with the price of goods than
it had with the recent rise in the price of
kerosene, which was really due to the fact
that at a certain time, when merchants
were daily expecting the arrival of a ship
laden with o1l from New York, they re-
frained from sending their usual orders
to the eastern colonies, and so, when the
ship did notarrive so soon as expected, the
local stoeks of oil 1an out, and the price
rose. Then the Government were blamed
for the enhunced price, on the ground
that it was caused by the block at Fre-
mantle. In the same way the block was
made the pretext for raising the price of
other commadities, for 1t was part of the
training of a mercantile man to get the
highest price he could for what he had to
sell. 'The fact was that, as the Premier
had said in making his Financial State-
ment, many commercial houses in the
eastern colonies were extending their
operations to this colony, with the result
that there were ten merchants now where
there uscd to he one.  These warchouses
had to he stocked, and hence the imports |
were growing in greater proportion than
the population; or, in other words, while |
the population was only twenty-five per |
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cent. more now that it was last vear, the
imports of gouds had doubled during
that period ; and, as business nen kuew,
more goeds were being brought in now
than were necessary for the require-
ments of the country. The Government,
in order to cope with the expansion of
railway traflic, bad ordcred, even without
the authority of Parliament, £750,000
worth of rolling stock; and if the
necessity arose again he would order twice
as much, as he believed that, under such
vircumstances, this House would justify
him in doing so. No time was being lost
in providing facilities in other directions.
The river wharf, which had been promised
to the deputation that waited wupon bimn,
had been commenced and was proceeding
as quickly as pessible, fourty-four piles
having already been driven. A steam
derrick bad been put up and three lines
of rails laid down on the harbour jetty.
to forward the handling of carge and the
discharging of lighters. “The Govern-
ment were sparing no effort to meet the
demands made upon them, and in a little
while evervone would have reason fo be
satisfied. The Railway Department was
really doing twice the work that it did
three months ago, und probably the trade
of the next three months would alwmost
double again; so that the House could
understand the pressure that was pui
upon the department. The Government
and the departinent were trying to do
their best, under the circumstances, and
were doing all that they conld to get the
goods away from Fremantle. Tt was not
his desire to make warehouses of the
ships; he was cnly too anxious to enable
the vessels to get rid of their freight
without delay, for it was against the
interests of the port 1o detain the
shipping ; but the Railway Department
had been powerless to give quick despatch
to sbips up to the present time. There
was 1o doubt that the lighters ought to
be made to ¢lear a ship, once they com-
menced to unload her. He knew of one
vessel which had heen cleared of all but
120 tons of heavy cargo, and no lighter
would go near ber to take out the iron
and cement that were left, becavse they
found it mare profituble to handle lighter
merchandise; therefore it became very
necessary to make it compulsory for a
lighter to empty a beat, after having
commenced to discharge her.
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Me. MORAN satd there was no doubt
the country felt dissatisfied about the
way the goods were landed. Mining
managers had strongly complained to
him of the higgledy-piggledy arrival of
their machinery-—a piece here and there,
some lying at Soutbern Cross and some
at Fremantle, so that the importers of
plant were put to enormous delay in
proceeding with the development of their
mines. The Engineer-in-Chief recom-
mended the House not to touch Owen’s
Anchorage, but the shipowners were
strongly desirous of being allowed to
land cargo there. It was obvious that
the goods could not be handled with
despatch, in the small space that was now
available on the pier, where trucks had
to lose too much time in shunting and
were often blocked when full. It was
imperatively necessary to make Owen’s
Anchorage a Dby-landing place where
cattle and chilled meat, of which he hoped
to see large consignments soon, could be
put ashore. Mon. members were not
justified in setting aside their opinions
because the Engineer-in-Chief had very
naturally fallen in love with his own
scheme. The Engineer-in-Chief could
not possibly give an unbiassed opinion
on this matter, as he had planned another
scheme to which he wanted the House
to devote every pound, in order that it
might be carried out, and make his
reputation. He (Mr. Moran) was sure
it would be wise to utilise Qwen’s Anchor-
age, which would accommodate vessels
drawing 30ft. of waler. It was a matter
of necessity that West Australia should
be an importing country; that it must
import a great deal of mining machinery
as well as other things; and it was
necessary that every facility should be
given to encourage shippers, and to lower
their charges by giving good berthage
accommedation to large vessels. If
Owen's Anchorage scheme was not carried
out at present, it would bhave to be after
the general election, when there would he
a number of new goldfields members in
this Honse, who would vote for anything
that would enable people to get their

goods in something like a reasenable time. -
It would of course be better if all the

mining machinery required on the fields
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should be given for landing it from other
parts of the world. He hoped the mem-
bers for Fremantle would push the
matter of making use of Owen’s An-
chorage, notwithstanding the opposition
of the Engineer-in-Chief.

Me. GEORGE said he could not quite
understand some of the remarks of the
member for Yilgarn with reference to
the landing of mining machinery. He
{Mr. George) did not think the Govern-
ment were to blame for the delay that
took place some time ago in the landing
of mining machinery. He knew of one
company that bad kept the whole of their
magchinery at Fremantle for 2 considerable
time, as they were waiting for the
opening of the railway to Coolgardie.
By adopting that course the company had
saved £38,000. The company staticned
a man at Fremantle to see that the
machinery was not sent on to Coolgardie,
As regarded the difficulty in getting goods
out of the ships, he did not think they
could blame the Railway Department
for that. He supposed his firm brought
a fair amount of heavy goods into the
colony, and he found it necessary to get
not only his partners to look to the
landing, but he had also to see himself
to that operation. He often found that
the separation of the parts of a consign-
ment of machinery arose in the loading
of the ship, rather than on the railway.
They should be fair and reasonable when
dealing with the Railway Department
with regard to this matter of the
block at Fremantle, and he thought it
right to say that he gave the officers
of the Railway Department credit for
doing the best they could under the
circumstances. It was all very well
to condemn the Railway Department,
but there was no fairness in that when
the department was doing all that
possibly could be done. He claimed to
gpeak as a man who knew something
about traffic and railway management.
During the last six or seven months he
bhud had to go to Fremantle very
frequently, and he had found that the
officials of the department there did their
best for those who approached them in a
reasonable manner. Some people, when
they went to these officials, began at once

could he manutactured within the colony, | to use strong language as to the depart-
but until they were able to manufacture ' ment, and to call the officials “ names,”
this mining machinery, every facility | and there were few men who would display
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much zeal
The dissatisfaction as to the state of
things at Fremantle was not with the
merchants, but with the shipping people.
The shipowners had complained that they

could not get their goods landed, and

they had given this us a reason for raising
freights. As to the Enginecer-in-Chief
and his opinion about Owen's Anchorage,
the opinion of that official was worth
taking. He (Mr. George) did not know
anything about Owen’s Anchorage, hut
he did think the Government might sec
whether facilities for shipping could not
he given in connection with the harbour
scheme in the river. The facilifies he
referred to might be given wikhout
interfering with the big scheme. He was
in Melbourne when they started the big
scheme there, and long before the short
cut was open, wharves and warehouses
were constructed, and ships discharged at
them. He would like to know whether
there was any reason why that course
could not be followed at Fremantle. So
far as he could see, there was no reason
for it. The Commissioner had said a
good deal about the haulage power,
but they had to go back two years
to find the reason for that. The rolling
stock that was mnow coming to hand
should have been ordered two years
ago, whereas it was only ordered in a
hysterical way in the early part of the
present yoar.

M=. S1mpsow : The Premier is to blame
for that.

Mr. GEORGE: The reason for the
delay was perhaps the time wasted in the
preparation of the order. He knew of
one case in which the ordering of rolling
stock was delayed for months, for one
reason and another. As far as he could
see, the railway men were doing their
very hest. He did not think the Com-
missioner of Railways was right in re-
ferring to Victoria as an example of a
block occurring threugh the gold rush.
The fact of the matter was that the block
at Melbourne occurred through the de-
sertion of the crews of the ships, a state
of things which had not yet occurred in
thig colony. He hoped the Government
would place the papers asked for on the
table.

Me. HASSELL said that, after hearing
the statement of the hon. member for
Fremantle, he thought the time had
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under such cirenmstances. ! come when the House should consider

the question of the porchase of the Great
Southern Railway. The purchase of that
line would help very materially in re-
ducing the Dblock at Fremantle. [Me.
R. F. Saorr: No, no.] The member
for the Gascoyne always objected to
everything; but he (Mr. Hassell) hoped
that when the question of the purchase
of the Great Southern Esilway came on
for consideration, the hon. member would
not object then. The time had come
when that House should consider the
purchase of the Great Southern Railway
as a meuns of relieving the block at
Fremantle. A certain gnantity of trade
had gone to Albany already, and much
more could be done there. He hoped
hon. members would take this matter
into their consideration.
Question put and passed.

MOTIONS—LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of the PreEMTER, further
leave of absence for one fortnight was
granted to the member for East Kimher-
ley (Mr. Connor), whose return was
expected in a day or two.

On the motion of Mr. ILLIN¢WORTH,
further leave of absence for one fortnight
was granted to the member for Albany
(Mr. Leuke) and the member for Pil-
barra (Mr. Keep).

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BANK
(PRIVATE) BILL.

Petition from shareholders of Western
Australian Bank presented by the At-
torney General, and received.

Bill, in accordance with the prayer of
the petition, introduced and read a first
time; also referred to a select committee
consisting of the following members:.—
Mr. Loton, Mr. Randell, Mr. Traylen,
Mr. Wood, and the Atiorney General,
as mover. :

STREETS AND ROADS (GREENMOUNT
AND MAEBLE BAR) CLOSURE BILL.
THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil.

ROADS AND STREETS (MULLEWA AND
BUSSELTON) CLOSURE BILL.
TN COMMITTEE:
Bill considered in Committee, agreed

to without amendment, and reported.
Report adopted.
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JUDGES” PENSIONS BILI.

IN COMMITTEE.

The House went into Cummittee to
consider the Bill.

Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Pension on 15 ycars’ service
or permanent infirmity :

Mr. GEORGE moved, as an amend-
ment, that the word ‘“fifteen,” in the
second line, be struck out, and the word
“twenty” be inserted in lieu thereof. He
took this course in order to express his
opinion that a more iniquitous Bill had
never been introduced by any Government,
in any Parliament.

Tae CHAIRMAN said the member
for the Murray must not use terms of
that character, as they were not quite
parliamentary.

Mr. GEORGE said he used the word
“iniquitous ” in a parliamentary, not a
personal sense; and he should like to
have the ruling of the Speaker on the
point. He thought that no moreiniquitons
Bill had ever been introduced than the
Judges' Pension Bill; and the majority
of the members of that House were of
that opinion, but had voted against their
convictions and agninst their conseiences.
He, on the other hand, was expressing wu
opinion that he held strongly. It was
iniquitous that a judge, after serving
fifteen years, should be entitled fo a
pension as provided in the Bill; and he
was nstonished that any judge should
have the audacity to ask the Government
to carry this proposal through Parliament
for him. This House had no right to
pledge future generations to that in-
debtedness. The judges served the
country well and honourably, but that
was no reason why mewmbers should agree
to burden future generations with thetr
maintenance. In England one of the
questions debated each year in the House
of Comuwnons, with great acrimony. was
the Jgranting of pensions to the eivil
servants, If the present Bill was
passed, they would be practically
pledging the country te a system of
pensions throughout the whole of the
civil service, and he thought such a
proposal iniquitous. _

Tae CHAIRMAN said that the hon.
member could find terms  sufficiently
expressive, withont using the word
“ iniquitous.”
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Me. GEORGE said he would like to
have the ruling of the Speaker on the
point, and would therefore make a formal
request that the pomt raised by the
Chairman should be referred to the
Speaker. )

POINT OF ORDER.

Tue SPEAKER having resumed the
Chair,

Tue CHAIRMAN said: I called the
hon. member for the Murray to order for
the use of unparliammentary language, and
he bhas questioned thal raling.

Tre SPEAEKER: I am very sorry I
have been called upon to give a decision
on tlis point, becaunse I think it is not a
case when the Speaker should be called
on to decide us to expressions that are
often used in committee. T should not,
I thiok, have ruled the hon. member out
of order unless the expression had refer-
ence to an Act that already existed, as
then he would have been out of order,
unless he intended to move for the repeal
of that Act. But I did not understand
the hon. member to refer to aby Act now
in existence. He merely referred to the
Bill now under debate, and I should not
myself think he was out of order in
making uge of the expression, under the
vircumstances.

IN GOMMITTEE.

Tue CHAIRMAN: Now the hon.
member may proceed.

Mz. GEORGE said he must say the
Bill was unjust, and he might call it
a wicked Bill. It wus unjust because he
considered they had no right to saddle
on future generations the burdens which
they themselves created. He thought it
wicked Dbecause it was the admission of
a principle which could not be called
righteous. They employed the judges, and
acknowledged their honowrable conduct,
and paid them for it; but they did not
undertake to say that, as long us the
judges condescended to live, this House
would burden future generations with
their keep. One of the first duties to be
instilled was that of laying by for a time
when a person would be unable to work,
and that was a righteous principle. The
judges received a fairly good salary, and,
with the increases given, it was surely
I sufficient to onable them to make pro-
| vision for a time when they inight become
| disabled by infirmity. The records of
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cther countries would not show that the
work was so remarkably arduous as to
sap all the life out of judges during their
service. There were many persons in the
colony who, throughout an arduous
career, had tried honourably to meect
their engagements, but who, through
illness or stress of circumstances, had
not been able to succeed; Dbut for
these unfortunate meen was provided
the Poor Men’s Home, and not very
much sympathy was given with it
He supposed the Bill would pass, with
the aid of the obedient majority of the
Government ; but he would certainly move
to strike out the word ¢ fifteen,” and
insert “twenty” in its place, as fiftcen
years was too short a period of service
for which a judge could fairly expect to
get o pension. If he might use the word,
it was a very ungracivus act on the part
of the Government to bring in this Bill
in the way they had done. He moved, as
an amendment, that the word “fifteen ™
be struck oul, with u view of inserting
the word “ twenty ”* in lien thereof.

Me. E. F. SHOLL supported the
amendment, because the Bill, as a whole,
was quite nnnecessary. Thev found that
the heads of departments and other
officers who had grown old in the service
had to wait for 30 vears, under the
Superannuation Act, even if incapacitated,
and then the sulary for the last three
years of their service was averaged. He
helieved in paying the judges well, but he
saw n¢ reason for placing them on a
footing different from that of other civil
servants of the country, and there was no
logical argument for doing so.  He would
rather have seen the winimum period of
service fixed at 25 vears in the Bill, but
he would support the amendment.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said civil servants generally entered the
service when young, and worked them-
selves up through the service; so that
when they had served for 40 vears, they
would be about 60 years of age, and he
entitled to two-thirds of their salary
under the Superannuation Act. But a
judge, who entered the service later in
life, no matier how many years he served,
could not get more than one-half the
sulary as pension under this Bill. If a
man were in good health and capable of
carrying on his duties, he ought not to
seek to leave the service until 60 years of
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age; and pensions were not given to
judges or anyone else with the object of
enabling Lhem to retire and enjoy them-
selves while in the prime of life or in
robust health. The intention of pensions
was to allow an oflicer, when he was vo
longer able to perform his duties to his
own satisfaction, and, in some cases, to
the sutisfaction of the public, to retire;
and under the BSuperannuation Act he
could retire, provided he was 60 years of
age; or, if he retired earlier, it must be on
a medical certificate, which had to be
approved by the Governor in Council.
By inserting in this Bill a proviso that a
judge must be 60 years of age beforeclaim-
ing & peunsion, they were doing all they
aught to do; and the same law was in
operation in Tasmunia and New Zealand.
It was not likely that judges would be
appointed at an earlier age than 45, so
that 15 years’ service would make their
age about 60. There was nothing unusual
in the Bill, as the same thing cxisted in
zll the colonies except South Australia,
where the Act bad been repealed. If it
were desired that judges should be
independent, they must be placed in a
position of independence, as they stood
between the Crown and the people. If
that were not so, the judges would
always be thinking they would have to
come, cap in hand, to this House for a
peasion when broken down in health.
This Bill proposed no more than obtained
in England, Victoria, Queensland, New
South Wales, Tasmania, and New Zea-
land; but the Government were willing
to insert & provision that a judge must
be 60 years of age before he conld claim
the right to retire on a pension.

Me. JAMES understood it was not
the intention of the amendment to ex-
clude the judges from the right that
other ¢ivil servants had of getting a pen-
sion. If judges were placed on the same
footing as other civil servants, that would
be an injustice, as in a judge the
country obtained ripened experience;
whereas a civil servant might join as w
boy of 16, when his services were not
very valuable, but when he received his
superannuation at the end of 40 vears’
service, he got it, not on the average
salary received throughout the period,
but on the salary received in the three
yvears when bis service was the most
valuable to the State. The mere amount
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of salary bad bothing to do with the
question ; therefore it was vot right to
apply to a judge, who gave fifteen years’
service of ripened experience, the rules
provided for ordinary civil servants, who,
perhaps for 20 vears' of their service,
simply served as ordinary clerks. Inevery
English-speaking country, pensions were
given to the judges. In England, the
judges were entitled to pensions after
15 years’ service; but the trouble there
was that the judges were not unxious
to leave work at the end of 15 years and
retire on a pension. There need be no
fear that, directly a judge bhad served
15 years, he would take the pension,
as that had not been the experience else-
where, and was not likely to he so
here.

M=z, R. F. BHOLL said he was not an
advocate of pensioning at all, but the
judges should be placed on the same
footing, as regarded pensions, as the other
civil servants; therefore it was not neces-
sary to have a speeial Act dealing with
the judges. In the case of civil servants
who began very young, it should be
remembered their pay had been small for
years, and if they retired in the early
days of their service, their pension wounld
be also small. Since the introduction of
responsible government, the salaries of
the judges hud been raised twice, and
might be raised again. This Bill must
have Dheen instigated by the Attorney
General, as an inducement to one of the
judges to retire early.

Mr. GEORGE said the Premier
should abstain from hringing forward
the threadbare argument that what was
proposed here was done elsewhere.
Whenever the Premier found that any-
thing was done elsewhere which suited
the particular case, he brounght it forward,
but when the opposite was the case, he
discreetly kept 1t in the background.
There was not the slightest argument in
anything the Premier had said; and the
Premier had been something like the
toys which were wound up with a key
and ran down ; and in this instance the
winding up Jmcrht. have been done by
a round-robin from the judges. The
Premier’s whole heart was not in this
Bill.

At 630 pm. the Crnanman left the
chair,
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At 730 pm. the CHArRMaN resumed
the chair.

Mr. GEORGE, resuming his remarks
on the amendment he had noved, said he
felt convinced that those hon. members
who had listened carefully to his argu-
ments must have come to the conclusion
that his amendment should be accepted.
The unfortunate statoment made by the
Premier, as to the spectacle of a judge
coming, cap in hand, to that House solicit-
ing for a pension, when disabled from
work, and not being listened to sympatheti-
cally, was an overdrawn picture of whut
might happen; for his own belief was
that the House would certainly listen
with respectful sympathy to any such
application from a judge. His conten-
tion was that this House had no right to
saddle posterity with debts which more
properly belonged to this generation;
and, therefore, being opposed to the
principle of pensions, he had proposed to
reduce the amount in the clause. He
would be more inclined to do, right away
at once, what appeared to be the ultimate
intention of the Government; for he
would rather support a proposal to raise
the salary of the Chief Justice to £2,000
a year, and leave out the pension alto-
gether. The course now propoesed by the
Government appeared to him fo be start-
ing half-way, for he expected they would,
next year or soon after, bring in a Bill to
further increase the salary of the Chief
Justice to £2,000 a year. The Govern-
ment had not t.he pluck to do it now, and
therefore they had brought in this most
unrighteous Bill for granting pensicns.
He commended his amendment to the
wigdom of the House.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH deprecated any
expression of strong feeling on this sub-
ject. The Government must be aware of
the fact that there was a strong feel-
ing aguinst the pension system, and
the Government wmust be aware that
Victoria, being unable to do away with
pensions granted under statute, had re-
stricted the amount to £4,000 a year as
the total payable to judges. South Aus-
tralia bad gone a step further and
abolished pensions ultogether; and as it
was almost certain the example of South
Australin would be followed by other
colonies, it did seem strange to him that
the Government were asking this House



Judges' Pensions Bill.

to follow a systeni which stood con- I
demned hv the n\unpln of the nearest |
sister (.olony He had suggested before
and would aguin urge that no pension
should be paid to a judge until he arrived
at the age of 60 years, and it was to be
haped the committee would be unanimous
on this point ; also that the zinount pay-
able as pension should be one-third of
the salary, and not onc-half as jn this
Bill.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the Government had simply
Placed this measurc before the House
because they thought it a right and
proper one. There were precedents else-
where in nearly every colony. The service
of 15 years, as.necessary to entitle a judge
to a pension, was not a period, after all,
arbitrarily fixed by the Government, but
was the period mentioned in the legisla-
tion of New South Wales, of Queeus-
land, of Tasmania, and of New Zealand,
as it was also the period provided in the
legislation of England. TLooking at the
age at which a judge usually took a seat
on the bench, it was thought that 15 years
was about a fair amount of service which
a judge could profitably render to the
State, having regard to the fact that he
must have reached a mature age before
being appointed to the hench. If the
salary were increased considerably and no
pensions were allowed, the inevitable
tendency must be that a judge would
rather hold on to the salary after reach-
g the age at which he could no
longer render profitable service, because
there would be no inducement for him to
retire, there being no pension. The life
of a judge on the bench for active and
profitable work was reckoned at about
15 years, and after he bad done that
service there was, in one part or another,
often a desire to get rid of him because
he had got pust useful work; und, as the
hon, member for East Perth had pointed
cut, this Bill would be useful for getting
rid of judges who remained on the bench
past their period of useful serviee. If
‘the suggestion of the hon. member for
the Murray were acted on, and they in-
creased the salary while doing away with
the pension, the effect would be that the
betterthesalary was made, the lessinelined
would the judge be to surrender it, there
being no pension as an inducement for
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be saddled with a judge who might stop
on the beneh perhaps till he was 90 years
of age, and there would he no regular
means of getting rid of him.

Me. ItLineworTH: Heisnotcompelled
to take the pension.

Ter ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): The pension would be an induce-
ment fora judge to retire when he had got
past work, whereas if he had only a salary,
the inducement would be for him to re-
main. It must be the desire of members
to see judges whom they could all look up
to and respect, and the reason why British
communities, as a role, looked up to and
respected their judges was because they
had been put in a position of indepen-
dence. The judges of this colony had .
been made independent of the Govern-
ment; therefore, so loug as the judges
performed their duty and were not guilty
of gross misconduct, they could not he
replaced except by an address from hoth
Houses of Parliament to the Governor.
It was desirable to relieve the judges from
all questions of employments or engage-
ments other than their judicial duties, so
that they might devote their time and
attention entirely to their judicial func-
tions. A judge should be in a position
which would enable him to be free from all
anxiety in regard to money matters. These
principles had been argued out before, and
been acted upon evervwhere else. It might
be that in Victoria the pensions had in-
creased unduly, and probably that was
because that colony had not only judges
of the Supreme Court to provide for, but
also eight or ten district judges, and a
number of these might have come on the
pension list at the same period, so that
there might be five or six judges drawing
pensivns at one time. If so, that state
of things would alarm the community,
and probably these were the circum-
stances which had induced the legisla-
ture of Victoria to limit the amount of
pension which was to be receivable, so
that the total amount should not at any
time exceed £4,000 a vear. It could not
be conceived thut in this colony the whole
of the three judges would be pensioned
at the same time. However, in order to
meet the feeling of the House, he intend-
ed to propose, as an amendment, that no
indge should be entitled to a pension
until he reached the age of 60 years,
It had never heen (.ontempla.ted by the
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Government that a judge would be pen-
sioned at a less age than sixty years, but
in order to do away with the possibility
of a younger judge being pensioned, 1t
would be well to put in the limit of 60
years as being a reasonable and proper
provision for a judge when he reached
old age. In consenting to make this
amendment in the Bill, the Government
were of opinion they were going as far as
they ought to go in the way of amend-
ment. If a judge on attaining 60 years
of age had not served on the bench 15
years, he would still have to serve the
full period of 15 years befove the pen-
sion would become available to him;
therefore the cffect of the amendment
would be that a judge must give not
less than 15 years’ service on the bench,
and he must not be of a less age than 60
years to entitle him to a pension.

Me. GEORGE said thaf, in view
of the amendment suggested from the
Government bench, he would withdraw
his amendment for the present.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) then moved, as an amendment,
“That the words ‘or on his being dis-
abled by permanent infirmity from,” in
line three, be struck out, and that the
following words be inserted in lieu
thereof :— and attained the age of sixty
years, or upon it being made to appear
by medical certificate, to the satisfaction
of the Governor in Executive Council,
that he is incapable, by permanent in.
firmity of mind or body, of*.”

Put and passed.

Me. GEORGE moved, as a further
amendment in the clause, “ That the
word ‘half,’ in line five, be struck out,
and that the word * third’ be inserted in
lien thereof.” He sald this amend-
ment appeared to him to be neces.
sary, in view of the probahility that
the Government would, in the next
session, or for decency’s sake he might
say the session after, bring in a Bill for
further increasing the salaries of the
judges, thereby also increasing the
amount of pension, Therefore, he hoped
the committee would look at this amend-
ment from that point of view.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that to pass this amendment might
put a judge in a position less favourable
for receiving a pension than he would be
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under the Superannuation Act, because a
Judge would he entitled under the exist-
ing Act to one-lifth of his salarv on his
attaining 60 years of age; whereas under
this clause, us now amended, a judge
would have to serve at least 15 years
before becoming entitled to any pension,
and this period wonld be five years
service more than he would have to give
under the Superannuation Act to entitle
him to a pension. A judge necessarily
entered the service at a mature age, just
as anyone must do who entered the
public service with special qualifications.
For instance, the FEungineer-in-Chief
came to this colony at a matare
age, and the value of his past experience
elsewhere was recognised by 10 years
being added to his service in this colony,
in view of a future claim to pension
under the Superannuation Act. Of
eourse people having special qualifications
had to be treated in a way different from
those who entered the public service and
grew up in it, without special qualifica-
tions baving been required in their case.

" He expected it would be found, by exper-

lence, that judges would not be anxious
to resign a good salary and take a pension,
for there was a large difference between
the full salary and a pension at the rate
of one-half the salary, The chances were
that a judge would not retire too early,
but wonld rather keep on at the full
salary.

Amendment put, in the form that the
words proposed to be left out stand part
of the question; avd Mr. George having
called for a division, it was taken, with
the following result :

Ayes ... V.
Noes ... U |
Majority for ... 10
ATES, Nozs.
Mr. Burt Nir, George
Mr. Cockworthy Mr. R. F. Sholl

Sir John Forrest
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Higcham
My, Jomes

Mr. Loton

Mr. Moran

Mr. Piesse

Mr. Randell

Mr. H, W, Sholl
Mr. Venu

Mr. Wood

BIr. Hassell (Teller).

Mr, Bimpson
Mr. Tllingworth (Teller).

Amendment negatived.



Judyes’ Pensions Bill.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Rurt) moved that the following pro-
viso be added to the clause i—** Provided
“that if, after any such pension shall
“have become payable, the person en-
* titled thereto shall accept any appoint-
‘“ment under the Crown in any part of
“Her Majesty’s dominions, then such
¢ peusion shall, during the tenure of such
“appoinfiment, be suspended or be re.
“duced pro fanto according as the salary
“of such appointment added to such
“pension is greater than the salary of
* the office held by such Judge when he

vacated the same.”

Proviso put and passed, and the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 3—Pensions on five years’ ser-
vice and upwards:

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
B. Burt) moved that the clause be struck
out, and the following new clanse be
inserted in lien thereof :—“If any person
“who may be entitled to, or be in receipt
“of, a pension, by virtuve of this Act,
*shall practise as a barrister, solicitor, or
‘“proctor in Western Australia, his right
“to such pension shall be forfeited, and
‘“the pension, if already granted, shall
‘ cease to be payable.”

Mz. R. F. SHOLL said the new clause
offered an inducement to an ex-judge to
spend his pension elsewhere than in
Western Australia. He moved, as an
amendment on the amendment, that after
the words “ Western Australia”™ there
be inserted the words *or i any part of
Her Majesty’s dominions.”

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
agreed with the amendment, and said if
judges were able to practise they ought
not to get a pension, which was intended
only for those who were infirm in mind
or bodv. He should certainly object to
any officer of the civil service practising
his profession, whatever his profession
might be, either in this colony or in any
other part of the world, without forfeit-
ing the pension. He could not see that
such a rule would put any hardship on a
pensioner. It would be a perfectly just
proviso.

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) assenied to the amendment,
although by the time an ex-judge got his
pension he would not be likely to try
to get together a practice outside this
colony.
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Mr. GEORGE said the committee
should hbe careful in the granting of
pensions, after the experience of Victoria,
where Mr. Childers and others, after short
service in that colony, had been pensioned
in the carly fifties, and lived many vears
elsewhere, robbing the colony of the
mouney they drew.

Amendment on the amendment put
and passed, and the new clause, as
amended, ugreed to.

New clause:

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the following new clause
stand as Clause 4:—¢ Pensions payable
“to judges of the Supreme Court shall
“be chargeable on and Dbe paid out of

_“the_Consolidated Revenue of Western

‘ Australia.”
Put and possed.
Preamble and title—agreed to.
Bill reported, with amendments.

W.A. TUEF CLUB ACT REPEAL
(PRIVATE) EI1LL.

SECOND READING—DEBATE RESUMED.

Debate, on the motion for the second
reading, resumed.

Mg, SIMPSON : I moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate in order that infor-
mation might be placed before hon.
members as to the object of this Bill
The information is now supplied in the
minutes of the select committee on the
Bill, which bhave been laid upon the
table of the House. The minutes show
that the Bill is intended to repeal “The
Turf Club Act of 1892,” in nrder that the
clab may be enabled to raise about
£10,000 for the improvement of the
racecourse and the accommodation of the
public. These are the reasons supplied
by the select committee, und they meet
the motive I had for moving the adjourn-
ment of the debate when the Bill was
last before the House.

Mzr. JAMES: I should like to ask
whether the trust deeds will remain in
force if the Act 15 repealed. I am of
opinion that the deeds were merged in
the Act, when that statute was framed,
and consequently they would be done
away with if the Act were now repealed.
I think some provision should be made
to ensure that this valuable piece of
property shall always be used for racing
purpeses in accordance with the trust



560 W.A. TPurf Club Bill.

deed. If, however, the Attorney General
is satisfied that the trust deed will
remain in force if the Act is passed, well
aud good.

Taz PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest):
I take it that the trusts are contained in
the lease of the ground to the Turf Club.
The trusts are all recited iv that lease,
which is for the term of 999 years.
‘When that lease expires, there will be no
trusts left. The trusts recite that the
ground was granted by Her Majesty for
the purpose of a racecourse, but I think
that could be got rid of under the
Transfer of Land Act. While I should
like to see some measure adopted in order
that these trusts shall be preserved, it is
not likely that the club are going to sell
the land, any more than any other public
bodies do so when they have land granted
to them for churches or other purposes.
The intention of the club is probably to
get the fee simple. I have no distinct
recollection on the point, but I think the
Government promised to the club the fee
gimple some time ago. If they get the
fee simple, the land will be the property
of the club, and the trusts in the deed
will come to anend. [Mg. ILLINéwORTH:
But there are no trusts in a Crown grant. ]
No; but they are always recited in the
grant, to show the purpose for which the
grant is made. I do not know of what
value these trusts are, but I am positive
that in all such deeds of grant from the
Crown, the trusts are recited.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Nodoubt.as
the Premier says, the trusts are recited,
but what the club now ask for is that they
shall have the fee simple for the purpose
of mortgaging the property, and, if they
fail to meet the terms of the loan, the
mortgagee may take possession. What
then will become of the grant that was
made for racecourse purposes? The
Attorney General knows that, under
Torrens’s Act, the person named in the
title is the absolute owner of a property ;
and therefore I think it is absolutely
necessary, before this grant passes from
the Crown to the trustees of the ¢lub, that
some trust should be excented, the same
ag is done in vonnection with friendly
societies, in order that the property shall
be gecured for the purposes for which it
was granted. If thefeesimpleisgranted
to the trustees of the club, and one of them
should become insolvent to-moerrow, his
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creditors can seize his portion of the race-
course property, unless there be i
existence a trust deed showing that he is
not. the vwner, but only holds the pro-
perty in trust. I call, with confidence,
upoln the Attorney Geuneral to confirm me
in this position.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
5. Burt): The object of granting a lease |
of the racecourse reserve to the turf club,
for a period of 999 yvears, was to give the
Crown the right of re-entry npon the
land, in event of its being used for other
purposes than those of a race club. The
Act which it is now sought to repeal sets
out that the ground which is the subject
of the leage should be used as a place of
public enjoyment, and especially for the
training and running of racechorses, and
for other purposes connected therewith,
in accordance with the rules and regula-
tions of the club; also that a race meet-
ing should be held every year, and
that pedestrians should be admitted
to the land free of charge. That
was a very important trust, that pedes-
trians are to be admitted to the
course free of charge, or at such charges
as may be approved by the Government,
It gives the stewards power to turn off
the course persons doing damage. It
provides that persons on horseback or in
carriages are to be admitted; also that,
should the course cease to be used during
a certain period for race meetings, it
shall be lawful for Her Majesty to re-
enter and take possession of the land.
The Act recites that the committee have
to spend large sums of money on the im-.
provement of the course, and says further
tbat, for the management of the affairs
of the club und the better control of the
racecourse, it is desirable that the clul
should be entrusted with the care and
control of its buildings. Then we have
the powers which the Act ¢confers on the
club. Amongst others, it confers the
power of borrowing money up to the sum
of £10,000, and it hedges the expenditure
of that money with some restrictions.
The borrowing clause is to the effect that
money may be borrowed to an amount
not exceeding £10,000, and that it ghall
be applied to the permanent improvement,
of the lands for racing, the erection of
buildings, the planting of trees and
shrubs in and upon such land, and doing
such other things as shall be necessary,
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convenient, and useful for racing pur-
poses. The committee of the club also
have power, under one section, to make
rules for regulating all matters connected
with the said lands, and the admission
thereto of the public and members of the
club, fixing the charges and rates to be
paid, and providing for general manage-
ment.  Looking at this Act, therefore, T
fail to see why this club should desire to
get the Act repealed.

Me. Siapson: They cannot horrow
money on that basis.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) : I challenge anyone to say the
club have failed to borrow money on
this lease. I, for one, would not hesitate
to lend money on a 999 years' lease; that
is quite long enough for my purpose.
There is no difficulty in borrowing on
a 999 years’ lease. If this Bill is
repealed, the effect of it will be that the
Government will grant this property in
fee to the club; and I hesitate to say
they have any right to do -it. It means
that, from the club holding the land
under a lease at present, the land will, in
future, become the private property of
the trustees of the c¢lub. That was not
the object aimed at when these trusis
were created, and I have not heard any
complaint about the matter. My own
impression is that this Bill is the result
of a little difficulty, resulting in a lJaw
suit some time ago. The committee
found then that it was difficult to main-
tain justification for their action under
their rules. Personally, I thought their
action right, and what most people would
approve of ; but, owing to the ill manner
in which their rules had been framed, the
club lost the suit. There would have
been no difficulty in amending the rules,
but instead of altering the particular
rule, they want to repeal the Act, and
and thus remove all restrictions upon
them. I sympathise with their object, and
I koow, mysclf, having had experience of
their rules, aud having had to appear in
support of them, they are difficult rules
to enforee, because they have heen badly
framed. I am certain no legal mind was
ever brought to bear on the construction
of thoserules. They were imported from
the rules of other racing clubs which
never could have had the misfortunc to
go into a court of law. As soon as those
rules came before the Supreme Court of
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* this colony, many of them fell to pieces,
being found to be uscless for the purposes
for which they were frumed. Instead
of sitting down and calculating that
fact, and preparing a vew set of rules,
the committee think they have found a
better way out of the difficulty by promot-
ing this Bill; for it will sweep away all
restrictions and trusts, giving them the
land absolutely, and enabling them to do
what they like. I may point out that the
same gentlemen will not he on the com-
mittee for ever. Itisull very well at the
present time to propose the obtaining of
the fee simple of the land, but the pro-
moters of this Bil cannot gunrantee that
future wmembers of the committee will not
propose sweeping alterativns and new
rules, if all restrictions are removed.

Me. IncivgwortH: They may cut
up the land into 20-feet allotments.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S.Burt}: The Act is only three vears old,
and Iveally do notthinkthat, at the present
moment, this House ought to pass the
second reading of this Bill. I know there
are many worthy members of this club,
but I think they are ill advised in asking
us to repeal the existing Act.

Tue PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest) :
Perhaps we had better adjourn the second
reading.

Mg, RANDELL moved that the debate
be adjourned.

Motion, for the adjoarnment of the
debate, put and passed, and the debate
adjourned accordingly.

LEGITIMATION OF CHILDREN BILL.
SECOND READING,

Mr. JAMES, in wmoving the sscond
reading, said: This Bill will have ex-
plained itself to those members who have
read it, and the others will agree with me
in saying it proposes to repair a very
great wrong.  All the responsibility
attaching to illegitimacy attaches to the
children, and not to the parents, under
the present law; for however much the
parent of an illegitimate child bay desire
to protect it, no provision is made in the
law for that to e done. 1In this Bill,
however, the father of a child is to have the
right of signing a declaraiion in the form
given in the schedule, and of applying for
the ragistration of the child as legitimate.
On the production of such decluration,
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the registrar will register the child as
legimitate, and if the child hus been pre-
viously registered as illegitimate, the
registrar is to make a note, on such pre-
vious registration, of the entry made
under the Act. TUpon these things heing
done, the child becomes, for all purposes,
legitimate. Provisionisalso made whereby
the issue of any legitimated child who has
died before the marriage of his parents
may take, by operation of law, the same
real and personal property which would
have accrued to such issue if the parents
had died in wedlock. Some hon. mem-
bers may not understand the effect of this
elause, but T may point out that its inten-
tion is to remedy a hardship that may
arige throngh delay on the part of parents
in taking advantage of this measure.
Section 4 deals with that point, Section
5 provides that this Bill shall not be
retrospective as regards the disposttion of
any real or persomal property, or by
reason of any death oceurring before the
passing of this Act. I think I need say
no more to commend this measure to hon.
members, and I hope it will receive unaui-
mous support,

Mz ILLINGWORTH: Will the mem-
ber who proposes this Bill tell us what is to
prevent a man declaring that a child is
his child when it is not hig ¢hild, in order
to obtain certain properties that are asso-
ciated with the child? What is to pre-
vent a man, who knows that certain pro-
perties are in question, from deularing
that 2 certain child is his child, for the
purpoese of obtaining the benefits of those
properties for hinself or some of lis own
children ¥ All that is required under this
Bill is that the man shall sign a declara-
tion that he is the father of a certuin
illegitimate child, born on such a day.
‘Why, sir, the whole Bill is open to the
most grave abuses—I was going to use a
a. stronger word, which I should not be in
order in using; but I will say that it
opens the door to the gravest injustice and
wrong. Ttisopen toall kindsof conspiracy.
There never was a Bill proposed that
was open to such conspiracy as this Bill,
[Mg. Jasres: Rubbish!] Other questions
arise out of the Billl T will ask the
hon. member how he is going to get over
this difficulty, and perhaps his knowledge
is not equal to the occasion. There is
another phase of this Bill which I think
is ¢bjectionable, In British society, one
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of the penaliies for wreng-doing, and
one of the greatest checks against wrong-
doing, has been the painful consequences
upon the illegitimate child; and while I
admit it is a consequence that appears on
the face of it as absolutely unjust, for
the reason that the penalty falls upon
the innocent child and not upon the
guilty parent, yet the best judgment of
the race up to date has declared that it is
unsafe to depart from this rule which
has been established, because this par-
ticular penalty, which touches the parent
in the point where he is most vulnerable,
proves a safeguard in many respects
against wrong-doing. Apart from that
view of the subject, which may or may
not commend itself to certain members,
I do ask for some information upon this
other pomt: What is to prevent a man,
by conspiracy, from declaring o child to
be his child, and what is to prevent a
conspiracy between persons taking place
for the purpose of securing certain pro-
perties, seeing that all that is required is
a declaration that the man is the father ?
Are we to accept 2 mere declaration
signed before a registrar that a man is
the father of a certain child, which child
may not be old enough to understand
what is being done, or not sufficiently
aware of the conspiracy which is in pro-
gress for securing possession of certain
moneys ¢ These are my views of the
question, and the hon. member for West
Perth (Mr. Wood), who knows all about
it, and who may have information T have
not got, may be able to make an explana-
tion upon the points I have raised.

Mr. WOOD: I thipk, sir, that ths
Bill is a step in the right dirvection, and
I sympathise with the proposal for the
legitimation of children where the parents
have marvied.

Mr. Moraw: Do away with weddings
altogether.

Mr. WOOD: The only evil is that the
Bill does not go far enough to please me.

Mg. IvuivgwortH: Have free love
at once.

Me. WOOD : If the Bill went a little
further, a great deal more good could he
done than by going half way, as the Bill
proposes. ‘Fhe Bill, in its present state,
as the hon. member for Nannine points
out, would give great scope for con-
apiracy ; but, apart from that aspect of
the guestion, T think we should be doing
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much good by passing the measure. Tt
hias alwava appeared to me w terrible
thing that these children should have to
suffer for their parents’ wrong-deing. I
will give the Bill my strong support, but T
regard it as an instalment, oniy.

Mr. MORAN : I sincerely trust that
the House is not prepared to accept such
a Bill as this. I cannot imagine for one
moment that such a drastic change in
the ideas of morality of the British
people should be adopted in this culony
on the gpse dizit of the member for Fast
Perth, who seeks far and wide for inno-
vations of this kind. T am certain thaf,
owing to his appetite for such innovations,
he searches around for new fads fo
- ~present to ‘thizs HHouse.
much whether the 33 members of this
House are prepared to sanction a Bill of
this kind, which is levelling the axe atb
the root of public morality. If there be
a virtee in the marriage tie, then T say
this Bill is an axe levelled at the root of
that virtue; and I am surprised indeed
at the extraovdinary statement of the
member for West Perth, to the effect
that he would go the “whole hog.” In
fact, I should not be surprised if he
introduced a Bill to legalise bigamy, or
trigamy, or any other ‘igamy. One
could scarcely imagine the hon. member
remaining a member of British society,
and we might expect to see him taking
wing to the land of the Mormons—
Utah. I feel perfectly certain this
House is not prepared to accept
the Bill. It is a delicate subject
to discuss, but I think that down
in the heart of the British people
lics o genuine respect for the marriage
tie, which would prevent the leu-lsla,tme
of any colonies from carrying juto effect
a bill of this kind. We all kmow that
the British people have a decided love for
all that preserves the sanctity of the
marviage tie; and when you tske into
consideration the injustice which unwit-
tingly falls upon the child as a result of
crime, T trust you will not overlook the
fact that this Bill will only ameliorate the
condition of those children whose parents
afterwards marry, and what is to become
of those whose parents do not marry ?
Tt is a dangerous innovation, and the Bill
has not the virtue of being consistent. I
hope the House will reject the Bill in the
most decisive manner.
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Mr. GEORGE: T hope the House will
uot reject this Bill. The hor. member
for Yilgarn has talked a great deal about
respect For the marriage tie, and I may
say that no man in thls House has more
lES])L‘Lt. for the marriage tie than T have,
and yet I will suppont. this Bill. He
talks about the result of crime, but he
says nothing about the crime committed
against inuocent youth, when some des.
igning mun misleads an innocent girl hy
spectons argument or drawing upon her
affections.  This Bill, T think, gives the
wan a chance of doing the only thing he

can do to repair the wrong he has
connmitted.

Mr. MORAN Ht. CANNot marry half &
dozen. i

M. GEORGF The hon. member fm
Yilgarn has made an attack upon the
member for West Perth that was cer-
tainly not in good taste, and now he
has given utterauce to a sentiment
that I think he must regret. I think
there are very few meu in this world
who would deliberately mislead half a
dozen innocent girls. [ have more res-
pect for humamty than to think that.
It has happened thut men, as the result
of passion, of lusing control of their feel-
ings, or perhaps because of not having
been properly trained in their youth, have
committed this breach of the moral law,
For my part, I consider that it a man has
committed that sort of thing. he can do no
more than make the woman whadt is called,
in the part of the country I come from,
an ‘“ honest woman,” by marrying her.
And why should he not legitimise the
children of his own loins? It seems to
me there are people who will preash
about morality, and not recognise the
morality in thai book which teaches that
it is the duty, not only of & man to re-
form, but also to repair as far as he can
a wrong done. If we can enable » man
to take that tervible ban off his children,
we shall be doing what is right. As to
this proposed law nol being in force in
other countries; I do not care whether it
is in foree in other parts of the world:
let us have it in Western Australia.
Some people talk about this being a
delicate subject, but that is because
people do not face the consequences of
their own acts, or because they may be
too squeamish to represent a thing as it
actually appears. We are here to legis-
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late about a case of right and wrong, and
I say this Bill is a step in the right
direction ; and, in my opinion, it will es-
tablish a beuter system of morality than
we have at the present time.  1f a man is
honest enough to right a wrong done to a
woman, we should not place a bar in the
way.

Mr. RANDELL: T think the Bill
introduced by the hon. member for Bast
Perth is only a simple act of justice,
enabling a wrong to be righted. It is a
subjeet upon which very few words are
necessary, and upon which it is not very
easy to speak. without offending hearers.
I certainly cannot see where the dangers
coms in which have been mentioned by
the hon. member for Namnine. The
objections he bas started to instil are very
far-fetched indeed, and it does seem a
wrong that our laws are perpetuating a
disubility upon those who are innocent of
any crime against our laws. It seems to
me only right that the father and mother
of a child should be permitted by our
laws to place their child, born before
marriage, in the position of their other
children. I can hardly conceive that this
Bill is open to abuse in the direction
the hon. member bas indicated. Tt seemis
quite in accord with human justice, if
not in accord with church law, which 1s
often opposed to the hook we all revere—
the Scriptures. The hon. wmember for
Yilgarn set out to preach morality. He
is coming out in a new character—[Mg.
Mograr: Something new for you]—-and
rebukes the hon. member for West Perth
for supporting a Bill which is only an
act of Justice. I certainly shall support the
Bill, but I would have been glad if the hon.
member for West Perth had stated the
broader lines upon which he would like
the Bill to have bLeen framed. He may
have meant that he would legitimise all
State children, and T do oot know that I
would not go as far as that. 1 do nofsee
why children should be debarred from
participating in the property of ther
parents, any more than those born after
the ceremony of marriage is performed.
I have a respect for our institutions, and
I look upon the marriage of persons in a
light different from what some do. TIi is
a matter of inditference to me whether the
marriage ceremony is performed in a
churck or not, as 1 think the civil
marriage is the binding part of the cere-
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mony. I think people should be allowed
to choose, us we have wisely allowed
them to do, whether they will be married
in a church or in a private house, by a
priest or minister, or by the registrar. I
believe that is quite right, and our laws
in that respect are to be admired. Tf
those more particularly interested are
willing to restore rights to their children
of which they have deprived themn, the
law should allow them to do it. [Me.
IrtingworTH: That is not possible.]
It is & common act of justice we can
render towards the individuals of whom
we have been speaking. I shall certainly
support the second reading of the Bill.
Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): I am not able to support the
second reading of the Bill, as 1 think it
would be a most dangerous Bill. I can
see exactly the distinct merit of the Bill,
to which the hon. member for Perth and
the hou. member for West Perth have
had their attention directed ; but that is
merely superficial, and is what we would
all like to do—that is, to undo any
wrong, wherever we find it. If we could
undo this wrong, we would do so; but it
is impossible to do so. What object
would there be in marriage at all to u
great number, when a wrong could only be
righted under this Bill by committing
another wrong in going through the
mockery of marriage? I do not think
marriage should be used for a purpose of

this sort. If you entice men to get
married under these circumstances,
it iz verr unworthy, and that

marriage can be nothing more than
mere mockery, as it is not a union of
hearts, for which purpose marriage was
ordaived. Such a marriage would be no
marriage at all, in truth. If you mend
this wrong in the way proposed, tbat
would be simply mending it by doing
another wrong, and this Bill undoubtedly
gives much opening for conspiracy.

MRr. James: Quote an instance where
it could be so used.

Taz ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): The hon. member for Perth
has in his mind the cause ¢f humanity,
and would like to place these children on
the same footing as other children of the
same parents horn in wedlock. If that
were all, I would go with the hon.
member; but they can be placed in the
same position of lawful possession by a
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stroke of the pen, as the father can will
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as much of his property to them as he |

likes.
Me. Janss: Suppose one of the illegiti-
mate children married ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. .

S. Burt) : T won't suppuose too mueh. I
do not wish to get heated over it, and I
am only endeavouring to show members
of the Hoose some phases of the questien
as they strike me. I am quite willing to
admit it may bave struck the hon.
member as being a good Bill; but as
s0on as you examine it, and think of the
tmproper use thut might be wnade of it,
the more mewmbers will be convinced it is
not for the benefit of any country that
such a law should be placed on the
statute book. If an evil-minded person
seeks to secure property he has ne right
to, it will be easy, under this Bill, if a
child is the heir of large property, for
him to marry the mother, and swear her
child is his child; and, when the child
dies, that man may get the pruperty.
Suppose o man with danghters wants a
heir—and we know there are such cases
—when his wife dies he can look round
for a widow with a son, and can make an
affidavit that the child is his. [M=.
James: Too thin.] That is exuctly the
case that may occur.  There is nothing
too deep or ingenious to baulk the crafty
individual who sets about trying to
“feather his own nest,” in this world.
Porhaps it is not so ot present in this
small community ; but, when our pepula.
tion gets larger, we may hear of needy
gentlemen looking up these points, and
taking advantage of them. The Bill
needs more consideration than it has vet
had from Parliament or in the colony,
and I should advise the House not to
pass the second reading on ibis occasion.

Me. JAMES: It is rather difficult to
properly estimate the value of the argu-
ments for and against this Bill ; but T will
be charitable towards these who are my
opponents, and say we are as prejudiced
as they are. T must say I am not accus-
tomed to have inquiries made in language
such as that used by the hon. member for
Nannine. If an hou. member asks a
question, and asks for inforruation. he
does not say, as a rule, that the particu-
Iar Bill is scandalous, and will lead to
grave wrong; when these expressions are
used as affecting property, T call them

——
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“rubbish;” and I repeat it us being
rubbish, complete rabbish, utter ruhbish.
You cannot quote one instance where a
conspiracy under this Bill would lead to
any benefit that a conspiracy at the present
tine would not do also. T asked the Attor.
ney (teneral for an instance, and he began
to talk nbout the member for Perth. I
want an iostance where you can do
wrong by adopting a child.  First of all,
you could not do that without making o
false declaration ; and are we to assume
that people are so anxious to give pro-
perty to an heir that they would commit
perjury and run the risk of being found
out? If a wan marries a widow, and
makes the child of that widow his heir,
1t_is_not a thing you can hide, as the
people who are concerned in the property.
and who would get it if the heir did not
exist, would at vnee look into the matter;
therefore, how can that he quoted as a
reasonable instance of conspiracy ¥ Pro-
perty can only come to a child in one of
two ways—elther by being left to him,
he being expressly named, and it will
then ¢come to hiin whether legitimate or
illegitimate, or by being given indirectly.
Morally speaking, an illegitimate child is
as much a man’s heir as his legitimate
child. We find ourselves in this position,
that through the sins of parents the
innocent child has to suffer.  Apart from
the social suffering, there are certain legal
disabilities, and why, in the name of
justice, sheuld we not remeve these dis-
abilities ¥ The Attornev General knows
there cannot be any answer to that; but
he won't give half a loaf because he does
not think the whole loaf should be given.

THe ATTOENEY GENERAL: What are
the disabilities ¥

Mg, JAMES: The disabilities are
these. If property is left to a man, his
illegitimate cbild does not et a share,
and the illegitimate child has no such
things as leirs. These are strong dis-
abilitics, and why cunnot we remove
them, as therc is gross injustice in con-
tinuing them? [Mn. ILLINGWORTH:
Because you cannot.]  'We certainly can;
and we ask that they shall be removed.
It cannot be said that a Bill like this will
tend to increase the wnions that lead to
illegitimate children, whilst in many in-
stances it would lead to a wan’s doing
the only justice in his power hy marrying
the woman he had wronged.
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Tur Prrzmier: They can will every-
thing to them.

Mx. JAMES: Even if they de, they
cannet, remove the legal disability, and
they cannot, by a stroke of the
pen, mend that. The law reports are
full of cases wherein wills have been made
leawing property to the testator’s children,
and it has twrned out that some of the
children were illegitimate, and they were
nat allowed to share in the property that
the testator clearly intended for them.
You cannot rectify that by a stroke of
the pen, for where property is left to a
man in ignorance of the fack that he is
1lleg1t1ula.t-,, the law does not recognisc
him as a ¢hild of the testator. I cannot
understand the moral position of men
who can preach the doctrine that we have
the right to make children suffer for the
sins of their parents. 'There are no very
startling doctrines in the Bill.

Tee PreEmier: Where does this law
exist ?

Mr. JAMES: It goes much further
in Scotland, which, of course, is a
very one-horse place when compared
with Western Australia. There, the
mere marviage legitimises the child;
and in some parts of the Contineut
the sume rule applies, and also in some
States of Ameriea. Is it not better
to judge of a thing by its justice? We
should do as much justice as we can
for those who suffer through sins fer
which they are not responsible. The
Attorney General himself apparently
seemed to think we ought to try and put
it right, but he says we cannot do 1t T
doubt that. He must remember we can
remove their legal disabilities, and also
try to do further acts of justice. The
position is that we have now laws which
create very great disabilities on children
through o crime for which they are not
responsible, and we make them sufier
wrong for sins to which they have been
no party. We usk the House to rectify
that as far as possible, and enable those
who have committed crime fo make some
effort, towards repairing it. Why should
not that right be granted ?  If menbers
agree with me, why not pass the second
1ea.d1uv and make any modification they
want in commiittee 7 The social aspect, of
this question would soon alter from what
it is now, if the children vould get a legal
status.
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before murriage, it is illegitimate in the
eyes of thelaw, and in the eyes of society ;
but what is the difference so far as
morality is concerned, between that child
and the child horn a day or a month after
marringe ?  Yel one is illegitimate, and
the other legitimate. Those who speak
like: the Attorney General and the hon.
member for Nannine should pass a law
that no child showld be legitimate unless
horn nine months after the date of the
marriage. I ask members to go with me
as far as they cun, as they admit there is
a wrong. I do not think we are going
two far; but, if they think we are, they
can rectify it in committee. When we
have the instance of a great nation like
Scotland going further than this, we
should vot anticipate all the evils spoken
of by hon. members.

Me. COOEWORTHY: Tf the Premier
had been breught up in the land of his
fathers, he would not have had such a
prejudice against this Bill as he appears
Lo have at present, for his objection is
founded upon prejudice alone. The Bill
18 to correct a wrong,and the ouly way to
do it is to give civil rights to these un-
fortunate children whose case the Bill
specially provides for. T shall support it,
because I helieve it to he an amendment
of the law in the right direction.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
T am altogether opposed to the Bill, as it
seems to me to be very peculiar leglsl -
tion, and somewblat dangerous. I do
not. know that any such provision exists
in any other part of Her Mujesty’s do-
minions excvept one; and although the
Practice of other countries cannot always
be a guide, yet, in sociul questions of this
sort, the practice of other countries is w
very important consideration. It may
be that in a new country, where new ideas
prevail and new interests arise, a new line
of action may become pecessary; but, in
regard to the great social questions, we
should be very careful before we depart
from the old well-established laws of the
mother country and of nearly all parts of
Her Majesty’s dominions. I am not well
up in the law of Scotland in regard to
this matter, but I very much gquestion
whether this law is in foree in Scotlund,
for it seems to me a most dangerous pro-
vision. I do not see how it conld operate
in a country such as England, at any

Tf a child is born three months | rate, where it would destroy the security
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of property, for under a law of this kind
heirs would be claiming rights to pro-
perty i many cases, and might be spring-
ing up by the dozen in cases where the
property was considerable, Unless hon.
members in this House have no regard to
the descent of property, I think they
should not give their assent to this
BilL

Mr. RaxprLL: How would the heirs
manuge to make the claims ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :

Very easily, for they would do it 20
ot 30 yeurs after the dute of their
bivth. [Mr. James: Can you quote

instances ?] I could quote lots of
instances, but I do not Tike to go into
this subject. The hon. member 18 very
fond of taking his idens from New Zeu-
land, and he ‘Lppmts to have found this
Act in operation there; and, thinking it
something new, he desives to introduce it
to this House. The hon. member looks
at the question from one side only, and
will not lock at it from the other
side. [Mr. James: How do you
look at it?] I have looked at it all
round, and this Bill secems to me a
dangerous piece of legislation, for it is
opposed to the ideas we have been accus-
tomed to all our lives. T can sympathise
with the unfortunate children gquite as
much perhaps as the hon. member, but T
am not poing to take the step he pro-
poses, in order to ad vantage a few unfor-
tanate individuals, and by so doing inflict
a greul injustice on socioty. | Mk, James:
Show how.] I can show how it would
very much injure other persons to pass o
Bill of this kind, and I regret to see the
hon. member has got so “nuch support
for the Bill in this House. I do not
think the matter can have heen curefully
thought vut by those hon. members who
arc supporting him.  The only principle

that seems to be uppermost in the hon.

member’s mind s to do a right where a
wrong bas been doune ; but that is not the
only thing we have to consider, for in
trving to correct ¢ wrong done to those
children who are referred to in this Bill,
we muy he doing a greater wrong to the
comnunity. [ do notcure to enter further
into this subject at the present time. The
Bill brought in by the bon. mewmber is
altogether opposed to the law as it exists
in Eogland, und in all British countries
except New Zealand; therefore I do not
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see why we should run after New Zea-
lind in this matter.

Mg. James: You run after New Zea-
land in public works matters, at any
rite.

Question put, and 2 division being
called for Ly Mr. James, it was taken
with the following result :—

Ayes ... e 7
Noes . . 12

Majority ngainst 5

AYES, NoEs.
Mr. Covkwnrthy Mr. Burt
Mr. James Sir John Forrest
Mr. Bandell Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Simpson Me. Harper
Mr. Traxlen Nr. Hosgell
Mr. Woodl Mr, Illingworth
Mr. George (Teller). Mr. Lotou
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Richordson
Mr. R. F. Sholl
Ar. Venn
dr. Moran {Telier).

Motion for second reading negatived,

and the Bill rejected.

MOTION—-TO RELAX LABOUR COXNDI-
TIONS ON GOLDFIELDS.

DEBATE RESUMED.

Mr. MORAN—who bad moved the
adjournment of the debate at a previous
sitting, upon the motion of Mr. A.
Forrest “That, in_the opinion of this
House it 1s (1Lblhl.l)lB, in the best interests
of the miniug industry, that the labour
conditions be amended as follows: For
the first twelve wonths after the approval
of an application for w wmining lease
(24 acres), not less than two men shall
he employed on the lease, after which
the present labour conditions shall come
into force”—in resuming the debate,
gaid : The most prominent feabure in
connection with this motion is the fact
that, from a large number of what must
be looked upon as representative mep in
the mining centre of Kalgoorlie, the
hon. mewber has received telegrams
expressing their full accord with his
motion. I know each onme of them
personally, and can say they are, to o
wan, amongst the early prospectors of
the fields; they arc men very much
respected in the centres they represent;
and they deserve consideration because
by their own hard labour and eaterprise
they have accumulated some little wealth
and made u position in those centres.
But I say the argument cuts the other
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way, for these men, having been suc-
cessful as prospectors, are now engaged
to a large extent in the promotion of
companies, and wust be looked upon as
widdlemen to a certain extent. Their
interests, therefore, now lie in the acen-
mulation of mwining leases, and in hold-
ing them with as little labour as possible
until they can pass off these leases to
companies when opportunity arises.
The next prominent feature in connection
with this motion is that, by a Bill passed
through this House two or three weeks
ago, it has been decided that the mining
interests of this country shall be rep-
resented in  this House by twelve
instead of four members, in the future.
There arc now ounly four direct mining
representatives who are here or shonld
be here—I awm aware that they are not
all bherg—-these being the members for
Yilgarn, the Murchison, Pilbarra, and
East Kimberley; whereas after this
session there will be twelve members
directly representing mining constituen-
cies; and as this House must, in the
ordinary course, soon be dissolved, I
should advise the members not to agree
to a motion of this kind, which would so
radically change the conditions of holding
mineral ground. We should wait until
the full number of mining members ap-
pear in the new Parliament as represent-
ing the wishes of their constituencies on
this subject. Supposing we now assent
to this motion, a new Parliament will
come into existence early next vear, and
if the new regulations which this motion
asks for were found not to he in keeping
with the opinions of the population on
the fields, the regulations would have to
be altered again. This is one of the
most important questions on every mining
field, and one on which a candidate will
have to express some definite opinion,
such as must necessarily be in consonance
with the views of a majority of the con-
stituency he wishes to represent; there-
fore I say that, at the fag end of this
Parliament—for we are past the meridian
and approaching the close—it is rather
out of keeping with the order of things
that we should make a radical change
like this, when we have staring us in the
face the fact that there will he twelve
wembers in lieu of four to represent the
mining constituencies in the new Parlia-
ment, and with whose opinions this
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motion may not be in accord. Therefore
it is not wise, in the case of o 24-acre
lease, to reduce the number of men from
eight to two. I think the wardens are
in every instance ready to extend, in
a legitimate way, a helping hand to
those who are willing fo work their
claims, but who may find a difficulty
in procuring lahour; and I say that
to reduce the number of men required
on a claim from eight to two would
be too radical a change, in view of the
changing condition of this. Parliament,
As far as the labour conditions are von-
cerned at present, I may say that if T
have the privilege of voicing the wishes
of uny mining coustituency after the
general election, I shall be in favonr of
reducing the present labour conditions on
this busis : that, taking into consideration
those who are most worthy of it—1I mean
the prospectors and leaseholders who are
working their c¢laims by themselves—I
would be in favour of allowing half-labour
to hold a lease for twelve months. A$
present, when you peg ont a 12-acre
claim, until the Minister has approved of
your application for a lease, you are
enabled to hold the cluim by keeping two
men on the ground ; and I say thata 12-
acre lease, with two men for a time, is
fairly liberal provision; but I also say
that no two men can be expected, except
in rare instances, to arrive at an idea as
to whether they have pagyable gold or not,
between the time of waking the appli-
cation and the approval by the Minister,
although they way perhaps arrive at it
within two months. Now, if it comesto a
fight between those who are advocating
distinctly the interests of labour as dis-
tinguished from the interests of the
legitimate prospector, and thus inflict on
our prospectors a hardship, then I must
declare myself on the side of the pros-
pectors, as against the advocates of labour
interests ooly. As faras I am person-
ally concerned, I know there are unreason-
able men on those fields, as there are in
every part of the world, who will advocate
that the present labour regulations at all
our centres should be strictly adbered
to; bhecause, by insisting on the full
manning of all the leases, labour will
be found for all the workers. and they
will have plenty of work to do. That
argument is good, as far as the labour
centres are concerned ; but the effect mugt
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be to inflict a hardship on men who have ' is sent out to Western Australia by the

picked out a 12-acre lease in far-away
centres and ure endeavouring to develop
1. I have known instances of leases
jumiped, after the Minister hud approved,
because the original owners had not been
informed so early as the jumpers that
their leases had been approved or
had been gazetted, and, being so far
away. they were not in as good a
position to get carly information of the
fact. The regulations require that, as
soon as the Minister's approval comes to
the knowledge of the applicants, they
are bound to put on one man to every
three acres; and hon. members will
agree that information travéls slowly in
the remote parts of a goldtield, and takes
a long time to reach men who are on
leases far away from the main centres.
In such cases a man may have to travel
in J00 miles to find out whether his
application has been approved, and after
it bas been approved he may have to
travel in agnin, perhaps mwany times, in
order to get protection because he cannot
obtain sufficient labour for maunuing his
ground. The Minister of Mines has o
discretionary power in this matter, which
I maintain he should have, and which, in
the hands of a good Minister, is the
greatest boon a prospector could have;
but in some cases the prospector, after
his claim is approved, finds himself in
such a position that he is forced to give
something to the jackals who bave been
following up, having had early informa-
tion of the granting of the lease, and are
ready to jump his claim, and may actually
do so if not bought off. T notice the hon.
member brought forward the cuse of the
English capitalist as deserving the sym-
pathy of this House. I feel less dis.
posed to give favourable consideration to
thut view of the question than I am to
consider the interests of the prospector
who has wvo funds, or has not sufficient
funds, for holding or developing his
claim. I maintain—and the sooner we as
a pesple realise the fact the hetter—that
there has been a tremendous amount of
bogus flotation going on in connection
with West Australian mining properties,
Out of the buge compames that are
floated in London to work West Aus-
tralian properties, having a share capital
of £150,000 or £200,000 euch, it will be
noticed that a paltry £2,000 or £3,000

i board of directors, for holding the pro-

perty while the shares are heing mampu-
lated on the English market. The men
who engage in that sort of thing are only
hastemnﬂ' - the duy of reckoning when the
directors of those buge English companies
will have to wecount to their shareholders
as to bow it is that such small sums are
set aside for developing their property,
and how it is that a dividend has to be
paid for £200,000, and the working
capital to-day is only £5,000 or £6,000.
It is impossible that this can be done.
If two men are to be enabled to hold a
24-ucre lease, for how long are they to
held it? No maxihum or minimum of
time is stated in the motion. They may
hold it” for twelve months after the
Minister hus approved of the lease; Dbut
when will the Minister approve of the
lease 7 There is no specified time, be-
cause the Minister must make eoquiries
in case of a dispute, and sometimes there
are disputes extending over a long tine, so
that a 24-acre lease might be held by two
men for a considerable time, and four
men might hold 48 acres.  Such a system
would, ultlmd.te]} be detrimentul to the
interests of the labourers in places like
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, and would
also be detrimental to the interests of the
business people there. For all these
reasons it would be unwise for this
Parliament, in its last days. to face such
a radical measure. I hope, however, that
when the new mining constituencies send
representatives to this House next vear,
the present mining Act will be remodelled;
and. in doing so, . notice should be taken
that in some of the mining centres we
have the railway and everyvthiog possible
to help us in working our properties, and
it should be possible to fix a sliding scale
by which those persons holding leases
outgide the main centres may receive
consideration, us compared with those
occupying leases at or near a proven
centre like Kalgoorlie. There is all the
difference between going outside and
being among the first prospectors of new
country, and, on the otber hand, occupy-
ing ground at a proven centre. There-
fore, I should always be inclined to
favour the original prospector—the poor
man, or the man with limited capital, who
ig endeavonring to open a property—and
I should he glad to see some safeguard



570 Labowr Conditions

provided by which a lease should be held
by half-labour only until payable gold is
found, or by which the lease should be
held, say for twelve months, with half-
Iabour. I maintain that, in order to
develop o 12-acre lease, two men are
nearly as good as four while in the
development stage; the principal object
then being to put down a shaft, at which
not many men can work at a time. I
have endeavoured to point out what my
views are. The hon. member for West
Kimberley is asking for too much in the
motion, for heis asking that the samenum-
ber of men shall hold a 12-acre lease or a
24-acre lease, which proposition iz wrong
in principle, there being no proportion
between the two, T think it unwise that
a moribund Parliament should deal with
this question, in view of the fact that the
very people we are considering in con-
nection with this notion are going to
return to this House 12 men to directly
represent the mining constituencies next
year. Therefore it would be wise for
this House to wait till we bave an ex-
presgion of opinion from those 12 repre-
sentatives on this question. I have no
doubt something will be done to ameliorate
the condition of the prospectors in out-
centres, for T may tell the House that, if
you cannot get labour, you have to go to
the warden’s or the registrar's court and
obtain a protection registry; and you
have in every case to pay for it, and pay
dearly. T know that mn the case of a
mining property at Mount Moenger that
I was connected with, where it was im-
possible to get the number of men that
the regulations specified, the warden, not
wishing to extend anything like liberality,
or not wishing to overstep the law, had to
call on me every fortnight, or perhaps at
the interval of a month, during a long

period, to appear at the court and re-regis-
ter the fact that I conld wot get labour. It

cost me 40 guineas o month for travelling
a great distance in order to register the
fact that T could not get labour for man-
ning that property. I should say the
Mining Act veeds remodelling, and that
these extortionate fees should be cut
down ; for if I, as representing u claim,
have to appear at a registrar’s court time
after time to register the fact that I can-
not get labour, why should T have also to
pay a fee, simply because the clerk takes
half a minute every fortnight to register

[ASSEMBLY. ]

ot Guldfields.

that fact? It cost me a lot of money, in
the case I have mentioned, to travel a
great distance cvery fortnmight, and that
should be sufficient without having also
to pay a fee. As I have said, the Act
gives the warden particularly the power
to investigate individval cases, and to
extend the helping hand of protection by
granting exemption to those holders who
are legitimately endeavouring to work
their properties. Now I come to the
most 1mportant part of my argument:
that if cvery acre held under the Act
to-day were fully manned, in accordance
with the law, there would not be enough
men on our goldfields to do that aloue,
and you might empty every busiess place
in the townships on the goldfields to do
it. Therefore it simply means this, that
although we have these labour conditions
under the Act, a large part of our leased
ground is not manned at all, and more
than half of it ig only half manned,
I know of no warden or registrar on the
fields who has not exhibited a fair spirit
towards bond fide prospectors and capi-
talists who are endeavouring, in a proper
manner, to open up the conntry. I have,
on the whole, a high appreciation of
the justice of the wardens and of the
Minister, as shown in cases im which
forfeiture has been recommended. As a
mining promoter—and I tell the House,
candidly, T am simply & mining promoter
—it would be more to my interest than
that of any man in this House tu have
this motion earried; for I am endeavour-
ing, by hook or by crook, to develop a
number of leases with my own mouney,
while the hon. member for West Kim-
herley is using English capital for that
purpose. [AN How. Memarr: How do
youknow ?]  The hon. member told me so
himself. Therefore, as far as T am person-
ally concerned, it would beadvantageous to
be able, at small expense, to hold a large
area of leased ground that I may hope to
dispose of profitably ; but I do not fail
to recognise that it is the leading prin-
ciple of mining in Australin that leases
shall not be held, unless the ground is
worked to prove whether it is valuable or
not. The cost of fulfilling the labour
conditions is the return the leaseholder
has to make to the State for telegraphic
communication and other conveniences
of civilisation, for the opening of stores

. and the formation of townships in the
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back countrv. There is another phase
of this question, and that is that
the operation of this wmotion would
not be retrospective; and this would
make it work inequitably in regard to
those who may have taken np leases 12
months ago. I should prefer that mining
inspectors be appuinted to value the work
done on the leases, and that when the
work done is of a certain value, the lease
shall be exempted from the labour condi-
tions for o portion of the year; because,
after all, to keep men hanging about a
lease will not enhance the value of u pro-
perty.  As no doubt there is, as the mem-
ber for West Kimberley has pointed out.
hardship i some cases in conuection
with the enforcement of the labour cove-
nants of the leases, T hope that during
the next 12 months the Guvernment will
devise a new and good measure for im-
proving the mining law. The present
Mining Act is largely the result of sug-
gustions which have been hrought for-
ward by the members representing the
goldfields, und the Government have not
stood in our way in bringing our ex-
perience to hear upon legislation of
this kind; although I would not like
it to be thought that T am monopo-
lising, for the goldfelds’ members, any
credit that is due to the frawers of the
Bining Act.
gﬂldﬁe](ls members, we shall be in a
better position to say what amendment
of the Act will be in the intercst of the
fields ; and, at the same time, T hope that
all classes of the comrmunity will be well re-
presented in this House. For the present,
during this last session of what has heen
called o moribund or a dyving Parliawent,
I think il would Le as well not to seek to
make any amendment in the direction of
the motion that has been tabled by the
hon. member for West Kimberley; but
that, for the present, as we have rail-
ways to the chief mining centres and
other facilities, we should carry out the
labour vconditions, although T perceive
they may inflict hardship on the men who
have Lo live and to work a long way from
those centres. 1 think that to reduce
the labour strength ona 24.acre lease
from eight to two men would be going
too far; and I would urge the mover to
allow the guestion to remain in abevance
unti! we get the additional goldfields
members in this House.
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Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I um sure that hon. mewmbers bhave
listened with pleasure to the speech of
the hon. mewber for Yilgarn, who, T
think, takes a very reasonable view of the
situation. I am afraid the proposal of
the hon. member for West Kimberley
would not do as much good as he intends
and desires it to do. [Mzr. ILLING.
worTH : Hear, hear.] The proposal,
after all, only affects those leases which
have not been twelve months in existence.
The proposal would be noe relicf Lo leases
ab Cuolgardie, Kulgoorlie, Menzies, and
other important ecntres which  have
heen more than 12 months in existence,
The motion would affect only the prospec-
tors who are making new discoveries—

Mxn. A. Forrest: That is the inten-
tion of it.

Tur PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. For-
rest): And who are faking up new
leases. That would be very good to s
certain extent, but it seems to me it
would give no great relief to the fields
generally, in regard to the labour condi-
tions. As I understand it, the desire is
to relieve thuse persons who, from one
cuuse or another, are waiting perhaps for
fiotations or for machinery. If I am
wrony in that, the mover will forgive me.

Mz. A. ForresT: Of course you are
wrong.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
Well, then, if it is only to relieve those
prospectors who bave taken up new leases
on new finds, that is not such a large
matter as it seems to have appeured
to be to the people on the fields;
because it is well known that persons who
make discoveries and take up new leases
areé not, as a rule, much bhurdened with
labour conditions. In the first place,
they work half-handed until the lease
receives the approval of the Minister—
that takes some time—and then they
are swre to go to the warden to ask for
exemption,

Mr. A Porresr: It costs a lot of
money Lo ret exemption, sometimes.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forresl) :
I did oot know it cost so much. Af any
rate, there is this to be said, that although
the prospector should thank the hon. mem-
ber for moving m rhis matter, I have not
heard, myself, any great complaints from
the goldfields in regard to the way in

! which the labour conditions are enforced.
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If there wre complaints, the men are
pretty quiet about them, for I have
received uwo communication from the
fields with regard to the labour con-
ditions, either through the members or
otherwise. It seems to me that if the
people on the goldfields desire that the
labour conditions should be reduced, the
least they could do is to place the matier
before the Government, and make 1%
evident they do desire it. As fur as I
am aware, the wardens on the goldfields,
and also the Minister of the department,
take a very reasonable and liberal view
of the labour conditions. I do not be-
lieve there has been an application for
exemption wade to the Minister, for
which there was good ground, that has
not received careful consideration, and, in
most cases, approval. In all cases in
which he considers that a boni fide claim
for exemption has becn made ouat, the
Minister advises in favour of granting
the application. Of course it is an
important matter that the labour
conditions should be enforced. T am
aware that some people think the labour
conditions are too scvere, while other
people think there should: be none.
I think the middle course is the best.
It is well kmown to everyone connected
with mining that the labeur conditions
in the first year are mnot insisted
upon, as a general rule, by the warden
or the Minister, except in cases where
mines ure proved to be rich. T am
inclined to think that, seeing this is the
case, and seeing that the labour con-
ditions are not rigorously enforeed, this
matter may be deferred with advantage.
I am sure the Government will not wish
to act harshly towards any of the people
in regard to labour conditions; and, as I
said before, no bonid fide application has
been ever made to the Mimister without
his having carefully considered it, and if
a good case has been made out at all, his
approval has been given. After all. it is
only in the early stages of the working
of a mine that these labour conditions
press heavily. Taking it as a general
rule, I do not suppose that leases are
more than half manned until payable
gold is discovered; and the question
arises whether it would be wise to press
this motion. I am inclined to think,
with the hon. member for Yilgarn, thut
seeing the wardens are inclined to be
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liberal, und the Minister is desirous of
being both liberal and just, we ight,
with advantage, leave the labour condi-
tions as they are for a time, and per-
haps we will he I a better position
next session for dealing with the quest-
ion.

Mer. ILLINGWORTH: I wn dis-
tinetly opposed to the principle of the
motion which the hon. member for West
Kimberley has plaved on the table. I
an against it for a good many primary
reasons. We are getting, in this colony,
on to dangerous ground in reference to
our mining system, for we are allowing
companies to take up large tracts of
country, to hold those tracts, and to sell
them in the Loudon market: and we
lose: ull control of them, and all possible
profit that capn accrue to the Btate, as
sool as those sales ave made, cicept the
profit that we may be able to derive
from the labourers who work the mines.
In other countries, some of the best
mines registered are hounded within an
area of 16 acres. [Mgr. Moran: Six
acres, sometines.]  The deepest mine in
Victoria, one that 1s down nearly 3,000
feet, and which has perhaps yielded more
gold than any other mine in the district,
has an area of only 16 acres. What we
are doing here is to allow a combination
of companies to take up a vast area, and
by this means exclude other persons from
coming upon the ground and working i,
to the advantage of themselves and of
the State. Tt is u good principle that no
man shall have a right to hold land
that he does not canse to produce; but
in no portion of our State is it more
imperatively necessary that improvements
should take place than in mining. A man
has no right to simply put in his four
peas and exclude other persons from go-
g upon that ground, unless he puis
forth every reasonable effert to produce
the wealth that lies beneath his fect.
The labour covenants have heen threshed
out in other places to the fullest possible
extent. Those who have had experience
know that it hus become imperative, in
the interests of the State and in the
interests of the miners, that the labour
covenants shall be strictly enforced and
carried ont.  What does this motion pro-
pose to do? Ii proposes that, for 12
months after the approval of a’lewse, two
men shall be capable of helding 24 acres
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of ground. Smith takes upa lease in his
own name, and, with two men, holds that
lease for 12 months. Not being satisfied
at the end of 12 months with the pros-
pects, or not being able to make a sale in
the London market, he guietly abandons
his lease, and then his mate, Jones, takes
it up, and carries it on for another 12
months with two men; and so the thing
may go on interminably, and claims in
which gold worth wany thousunds or
millions of pounds may be held in this
way, and other men may be excluded
from acquiring them because these men
are able to hold 24 acres for 12
months. Smith, at the end of the first
twelve months, may forfeit to Jones, who

at the end of his twelve months may pass -

it on to Brown. This surely is not the
intention of this motion; I presume it is
not the intention of the member for West
Kimberley; and I take it for grauted
that be has a sincere desire to mect a
difficulty. That difficulty I know exists,
and I have had to deal with it myself. T
have to deal with it on the part of an
English company whoe have sent out a

man to take possession of a wmine, and -

have given him money to carry on the
labour conditions. This man cannot get
inen to carry out those conditions.

Mer. A. Forresr: That is what they
all say, when they do not want to carry
out the labour conditions.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH.: He gets £70
a, week to pay for labour, and that money
is paid into the bank for that purpose,
but he cannot get the mew. Tt is per-
fectly true that men are scarce in certain
districts, but this motivn is a general
proposal that has for its object the deal-
ng with the whole extent of our mining
country; therefore, what would be the
effect of 1t? Would it be a healthy
effect ¥ T do not think so. Two men can
can take up a 24-acre lease alongside a
payable mine, and hecause of its lovation,
although there may be no possible chance
of getting gold in it, the ¢laim being off
the line of reef, the; send it to London to
sell it. We need mot trouble ourselves
very much about the people who purchase
the mines, because for the most part they
are pretty well able to look out for them-
selves ; but I want to impress upon this
House that, when the nine is sold, we
have finished with it as far as the State
is concerned. The hon. member for
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Wesl Kimberley has referred to the fact
that T have something to do with a
mine, I may say that the mine was
sold to persons in London for £4,000,
and 1 have no interest now in that
mine. I think it was a good property,
but £4,000 is the price at which it
was sold; and the next thing I heard
was that it had been floated on the
London market for £160,000. T have
since received a telegram appointing me
managing director in this colony, al-
though I do not know what the con-
ditions of the mine are. What I want
to impress upon the House is that many
a block of 12 acres, of 24 acres, or of 36
acres, if properly and legitimately worked,
will pay excellent. dividends at the prim.
ary cost, and that the same mines can-
not possibly pay dividends on such
excessive capitulisation. Are we to lend
ourselves to this kind of thing? If we
redtuce the labour conditions, we will be
lending ourselves to this system of over-
capitalisation, which is profitable only to
those who pluce mines on the London
market. Are we to lend ourselves to
this system of locking up vur mines, to
be held 24 acres ab a time simply by the
occupation of two men ? If we do that
we shall be “killing the goose that lays
the golden eggs;” we shall be placing
this country 1 the bands of foreign
capitalists, and preventing ourselves
from getting the full beunefit of the
estate we possess. If any number of
men in this country, or anywhere else,
are willing to take up this land and work
it upon the conditions on which we have to
work it, we shall be only too pleased if
they make large fortunes out of it.
What is the reversionary interest to the
State. Only the labour. [Mg. MoRan:
Income tax.] Will the hon. member for
Yilgarn tell us how he can apply the
income tax, in the case of owners of the
property being in London? Nor do I
think that the absentee tax would touch the
resident in London, for how can we make
a bill to enforce an absentee tax ¥ Hon.
members must know that one of the
hardest things to impose is an absentee
tax or an income tax, and I hope the day
is far distant when we shall need in
this colony to pass an income tax. If we
want a fresh tax, let us go to the land
and have a land tax. However, that is
beside the question. I think the proposal
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of the hon. member for West Kimberley
is calculated to do a minimum of goud
and a maximum of barm. It might do
o little good—that T am prepared to
admit—but that it will do the amount of
good he thinks it will, I doubt. Lt will
open the door to a large amount of cor-
ruption, and I am satistied it will injure
the best interests of mining. T question
whether, sven if this motion were carried,
we are in a position to bring the new
regulation into effect, because the motion
touches the vital principle of the Act.
This motion, if passed, would not give
power to the Government to catry out
this regulation, because it is one of the
principles of the Aect that these Jabour
conditions should exist. It would there.
fore, if the motion of the member for
West Kimberley were passed, involve
the amendment of the Mining Act itself.
When the amendment of the Act comes
in, we shall deal with it extensively and
make many alterations. I think the
suggestion of the member for Yilgarn is
worthy of consideration, that when we
take in hand the mining Act again, it
shall be when we have a larger number
of representatives of mining districts in
this House. I hope the mover will see
his way clear to withdraw this motion
for the present; and, if he sees any
practical good to come out of it, he can
endeavour to obtain such an amendment
of the Act as will relieve some of the
labour conditions. T do not think any
real good can possibly come ont of the
passing of this motion, or very little
good can result; and for that reason I
suggest the withdrawal of the motion.
I believe much evil inight follow, if it
were carried into effect, because it would
throw many men out of employment.
In the interests of the State and of the
goldfields, we must have the ground
worked. TIf the holders of a lease will
not work it, they must get off the land
and let somebody else work it. 'We must
not make it possible for twe men to
shepherd 24 acres, which in some
countries would afford scope for two
or three shafts. To allow two men to
hold such a large area for an indefinite
period would destroy the first principles
on which our mining laws are based. [
cannot support the motion, and I hope
Lhe will see his way to withdraw his
motion altogether.

[ASSEMBLY.]

on (oldfields.

Mr. SIMPSON: T quite sympathise
with the hon. member for West Kim-
herley in what I imagine is his intention
in submitting this motion to the House.
We have u right to look at this question,
as I have little hesitation in saying that
for ench pound sterling spent in wages in
mining ureas we are not getting 2s. value,
aud that is Jargely due to the labour con-
ditions required by the present regula-
tions. I think the hon. member would
accomplish his purpose, having intro-
duced the matter for public discussion
and  consideration, to now withdraw
it. The mistake is being made that
every lease applied for is a payable and
profitable lease at present. The whole
hase of onr labour conditions should he
those which were our oviginal vonditions
on the opening of our goldficlds, and that
15, to work under the labour conditions
when on payable gold. Under that,
people conld take wp o prospecting
area, and when on payable gold apply
for a lease and be subject to the lahour con-
ditions. When on payable gold, we can-
not get men and machinery fast enough,
but when & wan half-a-mile away is on a
pavable reef, and the surface indications
seem to convey to another prospector
that his ground may be alsv payable in
time, you compel the latter to spend
enormons sums that ean only lead to one
end. TUp to now there has been enormous
waste in mining expenditare, and I look
on the remission of the conditions as very
largely in the interests of the poor man.
I know of hundreds of poor men whe
have discovered likely-looking land, who
have been squeezed out for the reason
that they have not mouey to carry on.
The capitalist has loocked ou and suid,
“ After all youn must come to me, and
then I can get your arca at my
price.” We want people to invest
money and pay legitimate wages for
development when they bave a profitable
industry, but we should say to them,
go on prospecting your ground, and so
soon a8 you are ongpayable gold you
must  work under these conditions.”
With regard to the question of over
capitalisation, I hear so much about 1t
that T am sick of it. It is a question
you arc unable to control, but the share
market will soon put a property at its
proper value. With regard to floating
companies in Londoun for £160,000, as
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referred to hy the
Nannine, a good deal of it is like what
our notice papers are printed on—paper.
The proportion of cash to the fuce value
of these companies which come to West
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hon. member for

Ausiralia at the present time is very '

absurd. Speaking in the interests of the
workers on our goldfields and investors,
I say that when people are engaged
in a payable industry, that industry
can be carried on with advantage to
workers and investors; but if you cowpel
people to employ one man to three acres,
and sink £1,000, possibly on » * duffer,”
the industry, nine times out of ten, will
end in disaster. The object of the hon.
member is to assist the ndustry, but if

he will withdraw the motion, he will find

it will not have done harm, and possibly
secure happy results to the industry
within 2 reasonable time.

On the motion of Mgr. HasseLr, the
debate was adjourned until the next day.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10-37, p.m.,
until the next day.

Fegrslntive @ouncil,
Wednesday, 20d September, 1896,

New member—Mining machinery : abolition of duty on
—Agricultural Luods Purchase Bill: third reading
-—Constitution Aet Amendment Bill: committec—
Streets and Hoads {Greemnount and Marble Bar)
Closure Bill: lirst reading—Post Office Savings
Bank Bill: committee—Excess Bill, 1895: com-
mittee—Companies Act Amendment Bill: com-
mittee—Coolgurdie Goldfirlds Water Supply Loan
Bill: second reading; adjourned debnte—Streeis
and Roads (Mullewa and Busselton) Closure Bill:
first reading—Agriculturul Lands Purchase Rill:
Legishtive Council's Ll ts—Adjonr t

Tuxr PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) took the chair at 4-30 o'clock,
pam.

NEW MEMBEE.
Tae PRESIDENT (Hou. Sir G. Shen-
ton) reported that he had received a
telegraphic return to the writ issued by
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His Escellency the Governor for the
alection of a member to serve in the
Council for the North Province, and that
from such return it wppeared that Mr.
Donald McDonald McKay had been duly
elected for the said province.

T'he Honowrable Donald McDonald
McKay, having taken the oath required
by law, took his seat.

MINING MACHINERY—ABOLITION
DUTY ON,

Tur Howx. R. G. BURGES, on behalf
of the Hon. J. H. Taylor, asked the
Minister of Mines, Whether it was the
intention of the Governmeént to abolish
the daty on mining machinery.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied: Yes.

oF

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
BILL.

THIRD READING.

Tue Hon. F. M. STONE: Irisetoa
point of order. When the report of the
Committee was put to the House, its
consideration was adjourned for the
puwrpose of introducing a fresh clause.
When the House again mef, o motion
was made that the report he adopted.
Upon that, the Hon. the Minister for
Mines moved that you do leave the
chair for the purpose of considering a
new clanse. The House divided on the
question that the report be adopted, and
the motion was lost. Then a motion was
put that the clause be added to the Bill.
I find, sir, in looking into the procedure,
that it. is laid down in May that no clanse
can be offered on the report stage of a
Biil unless notice thereof has been given,
and it bas been held that the notice must
contain the words of the clause. May
says:—* By Standing Order No. 38, no
** elause may be offered on the report stage
“of a Bill unless notice thercof has been
‘“given; and it hus been held that such
“ potice must comprise the words of the
“clause intended to he proposed; and
“ where a clause has heen offered, differ-
“ing materially from the notice, it has
“not been entertained. Nor can this
“defect of notice be supplied by an
“ amendment being proposed to the clause
“by another member, as the clause can-
“not be amended until it has been
“received and read a second time” I



